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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
OF  THE  SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 

FOR  1962. 

To  the  Mayor,  Chairmen,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Constituent  Authorities. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present,  herewith,  my  twelfth  annual  report,  on  the  state  of 
the  Public  Health  in  the  South  Oxfordshire  Combined  Districts, 
incorporating  the  information  required  by  Circular  1/63  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Abbreviations:  C.D. :  Combined  Districts.  E.W. :  England  and  Wales. 

F. :  Female.  L.A. :  Local  Authority.  M. :  Male.  The 
Ministry:  The  Appropriate  Ministry.  M.O.H. :  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  P.H.I. :  Public  Health  Inspector. 
R.D. :  Rural  District.  R.G. :  Registrar  General. 

T. :  Total.  U.D. :  Urban  District.  Figures  in  brackets 
are  for  1961. 

I  have  to  apologise  for  its  late  appearance  which  is  due  to  my 
illness  just  when  the  typescript  was  on  the  point  of  being  delivered 
to  the  printers. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION  : 

The  Mid-year  1962  home 
totalled  116,660  (112,840),  an 
as  follows : — 


population  as  estimated  by  the  R.G. 
overall  increase  of  3.4%,  distributed 

Increase  during 


Henley  Borough 

9,270  (8,990) 

the  year. 

3.1% 

Bicester  U.D. 

6,240  (5,540) 

12.6% 

Thame  U.D. 

4,500  (4,200) 

7.1'% 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

42,910  (41,810) 

2.6% 

Henley  R.D. 

22,990  (22,470) 

2.3% 

Ploughley  R.D. 

30,750  (29,830) 

3.1'% 

LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

There  were  1,282  M  and 

1,233  F,  totalling  2,515. 

These 

- -  - -  — - -  - - -  — ^  - - —  T  ^  ^  ^  HI  xvu  IV 

1,000  population  of  21.6  (20.4),  compared  with  a  provisional  E.W. 
figure  of  18.0. 


ILLEGITIMACY  RATE  : 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  continues  to  rise — 117  as 
opposed  to  (104),  giving  an  illegitimacy  rate  of  4.7  (4.6)%  of  the 
total  live  births. 


The  E.W.  rate  is  not  available. 
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STILL  BIRTHS  : 

There  was  a  considerable  rise  in  stillbirths  compared  with 
last  year,  37  (23  M,  14  F)  as  compared  with  29  (9  M  and  20  F). 
1961  was,  however,  an  exceptionally  favourable  year  for  the  C.D. 
in  this  respect,  and  the  1962  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
still)  births  is,  at  14.5,  still  well  below  the  national  figure  of  18.1. 

TOTAL  (LIVE  AND  STILL)  BIRTHS  : 

1,305  M  and  1,247  F,  totalling  2,552. 


DEATHS : 

There  were  561  M  and  546  F,  totalling  1,107.  These  are  item¬ 
ised  under  the  various  authorities  and  give  a  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  of  9.5  (9.3)  as  compared  with  the  provisional  E.W.  rate 
of  11.9  (12.0). 


PRINCIPAL  GROUP  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  : 

M  F  T  As  a  per-  \ 

centage  of 
all  deaths 

Heart  Disease 

256  (229)  259  (247)  515  (476)  46.5  (45.6)  > 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

88  (83)  100  (92)  188  (175)  17.0  (16.8) 

Chest  diseases  (excluding  T.B.) 

75  (75)  54  (58)  129  (133)  11.7  (12.6) 


75.2 

(75.0) 


These  figures  vary  very  little  from  last  year’s,  the  three  groups 
being  together  responsible  for  three  deaths  in  four. 


PRINCIPAL  INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  : 


M  % 

of  total 

F  %  of  total 

T  % 

of  total 

male 

deaths 

female 

deaths 

deaths 

Coronary  disease  ... 

131 

23.4 

81 

14.8 

212 

19.2 

(103) 

(19.7) 

(72) 

(13.8) 

(175) 

(16.9) 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  nervous  system 

59 

10.6 

105 

19.2 

164 

14.8 

including  “stroke” 

(56) 

(10.7) 

(96) 

(18.4) 

(152) 

(14.5) 

Pneumonia  ... 

40 

7.1 

45 

8.2 

85 

7.7 

(46) 

(8.8) 

(42) 

(8.0) 

(88) 

(8.4) 

Lung  Cancer 

40 

7.1 

8 

1.5 

48 

4.3 

(32) 

(6-1) 

(3) 

(0.6) 

(35) 

(3.3) 

Bronchitis  ... 

29 

5.2 

8 

1.5 

37 

3.3 

(25) 

(4.8) 

(12) 

(2.3) 

(37) 

(3-5) 

Road  Deaths 

24 

4.3 

8 

1.5 

32 

2.9 

(17) 

(3.3) 

(4) 

(0.8) 

(21) 

(2.0) 

Breast  Cancer 

0 

0 

21 

3.8 

21 

1.9 

(1) 

(0.2) 

(23) 

(4.4) 

(24) 

(2.3) 

MATERNAL  DEATHS : 

Yet  again  there  was  no  maternal  death  in  the  area.  The  pro¬ 
visional  E.W.  rate  was  0.35  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

The  following  were  the  other  conditions  which  gave  a  Nil  Death 
Return :  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Poliomyelitis  and  Measles. 
This  is  highly  satisfactory  from  the  preventive  medicine  angle  since 
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they  are  without  exception  conditions  controllable,  and  here  con¬ 
trolled,  by  Public  Health  measures. 

INFANT  DEATHS  (DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR)  AND  INFANT 
MORTALITY  RATE  : 

There  were  41  infantile  deaths  (46).  The  C.D.  rate  is  sub¬ 
divisible  as  follows : — 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  15.8  (20.0) 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  25.6  (19.2) 

Total  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.3  (19.9) 

The  E.W.  provisional  total  infant  mortality  rate  is  21.4  but 
the  legitimate  and  illegitimate  rates  are  not  given. 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (DEATHS  IN  THE  FIRST  FOUR  WEEKS) 
AND  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  : 

The  number  of  neonatal  deaths  was  26 — 14  M  and  12  F. 

Legitimate  neonatal  mortality  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  10.0  (12.3) 

Illegitimate  neonatal  mortality  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  17.1  (19.2) 

Total  neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  total  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.3  (12.6) 

The  E.W.  provisional  rate  is  15.1,  but  the  legitimate  and  ille¬ 
gitimate  rates  are  not  given. 

EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATHS  ( DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  WEEK)  : 

24  such  deaths,  14  M  and  10  F  were  recorded  as  compared  with 
25  for  1961.  This  gives  the  following  rates: — 

Legitimate  early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  9.2  (10.5) 

Illegitimate  early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  17.1  (19.2) 

Total  early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

legitimate  and  illegitimate  live  births  ...  9.5  (10.9) 

No  figures  are  available  as  yet  for  the  E.W.  rates  of  any  of 

the  above  three  categories. 

PERINATAL  DEATHS  (  STILL  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  UNDER 
ONE  WEEK  COMBINED  PER  1,000  TOTAL  LIVE  AND 
STILL  BIRTHS)  : 

61  such  still  births  and  deaths  were  recorded,  37  M  and  24  F. 
This  gives  the  following  rates : — 

Legitimate  perinatal  mortality  per  1,000 

legitimate  total  live  and  still  births  ...  23.0  (20.8) 

Illegitimate  perinatal  mortality  per  1,000 

illegitimate  total  live  and  still  births  ...  42.0  (72.7) 
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Total  perinatal  mortality  per  1,000  legiti¬ 
mate  and  illegitimate  total  live  and  still 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.9  (23.2) 

No  figures  are  available  as  yet  for  the  E.W.  rates  of  any  of 
the  above  three  categories. 

COMMENT  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  BIRTH  RATE  of  the  area  as  a  whole  increased  by  1.2 
per  1,000  population  over  the  1961  figure  and  is  now  3.6  per  thou¬ 
sand  above  the  national  figure. 

The  DEATH  RATE  dropped  slightly  from  9.5  to  9.3  per  1,000 
population  and  is  well  below  the  national  figure  of  11.9. 

These  two  factors  suggest  that  the  South  Oxfordshire  Com¬ 
bined  Districts  form  a  strong  and  growing  community. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  GROUP  Causes  (Heart  disease,  Cancer  (all  forms),  and 
Chest  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  )  vary  little  from  last 
year. 

When  the  INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  are  examined  one  fact 
sticks  out  inescapably  like  the  sorest  of  sore  thumbs. 

LUNG  CANCER  DEATHS  in  the  CD.  have,  since  1961,  risen 
from  35  to  48,  an  increase  of  37'%.  Male  deaths  have  risen  by  25'% 
from  32  to  40  and  are  now,  equally  with  Pneumonia,  the  third  most 
frequent  cause  of  all  male  deaths,  being  exceeded  only  by  Coronary 
Disease  and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  (“Stroke’’). 
What  is  even  more  alarming  is  a  rise  of  166.6%  (from  3  to  8)  in 
female  lung  cancer  deaths — alarming  but  not  surprising  since  it 
mirrors  what  has  long  been  prophesied  by  the  investigators  of  the 
link  between  lung  cancer  and  tobacco-smoking  (and  in  particular 
cigarette  smoking),  Le.  that  the  steady  increase  in  the  addiction 
among  women  which  started  about  25  years  ago  would  begin  to 
result  about  now  in  a  proportionate  increase  in  female  lung  cancer 
deaths. 

While  the  C.D.  calculations  are  admittedly  based  on  a  relative¬ 
ly  small  number  of  deaths  they  show  an  almost  complete  correla¬ 
tion  with  the  national  figures. 

1962  E.W.  C.D 

Percentage  of  all  male  deaths  due  to  Lung  Cancer  7.1  7.1 

Percentage  of  all  female  deaths  due  to  Lung  Cancer  1.3  1.5 

Percentage  of  all  deaths  due  to  Lung  Cancer  ...  4.3  4.3 

The  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  which  was  quite 
unequivocal  about  the  link  between  cigarette-smoking  and  lung 
cancer  received  some  pious  lip-service  but  there  is  little  evidence 
that  its  import  was  really  appreciated  by  the  population  at  large. 
The  admission  by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  reported  in  the 
public  press,  and  never  denied  as  far  as  I  can  trace,  that  not  only 
does  this  body  hold  tobacco  shares  but  also  that  it  sees  no  reason 
to  dispose  of  them,  can  scarcely  have  impressed  the  public  with  the 
medical  profession’s  good  faith  in  the  matter.  The  Government 
have  done  little  better,  the  sum  allocated  to  anti-smoking  education 
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being  derisory-  when  compared  with  the  vast  tobacco  duty  which 
it  still  pockets  thankfully  enough. 

Those  of  us  who  deplore  the  increasing  wastage  of  life  often 
at  the  prime  as  a  result  of  deliberately  fostered  tobacco-addiction 
have  I  fear  now  to  face  the  fact  that  our  voices  are  powerless  in 
the  face  of  the  enormous  financial  resources  deployed  by  the 
tobacco  trade.  Nevertheless  I  would  fail  in  my  duty  as  your 
M.O.H.  were  I  not  to  continue  to  point  out  that  Lung  Cancer  is 
in  the  main  a  preventible  disease  and  that  a  high  percentage  of  the 
deaths  from  it  are  in  reality  suicide  from  sheer  stupidity. 

How  long  this  dreadful  state  of  affairs  will  continue  it  is  not 
easy  to  prophesy.  I  am  not  unhopeful  that  the  present  vogue  for 
filter-tip  cigarettes  is  a  subconscious  admission  by  the  average  man 
that  the  danger  exists.  When  experience  proves,  as  scientific  in¬ 
vestigation  has  already  proved,  that  a  filter-tip  affords  no  protec¬ 
tion  then  perhaps  people  will  seriously  ask  themselves  whether  this 
addiction  is  worth  such  a  lethal  risk.  How  many  tens  of  thousands 
will  die  in  the  interim  no-one  can  say. 

The  following  figures  are  worth  pondering,  particularly  by 
male  smokers : — 


E.W.  1960 

E.W.  1961 

E.W.  1962 

M.  F.  T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Road  Deaths: 

4,754  1,889  6,643 

4,753 

1,881 

6,634 

4,519 

1,784 

6,303 

Lung  Cancer  Deaths: 

18,882  3,118  22,000 

19,460 

3,350 

22,810 

20,277 

3,497 

23,774 

It  will  be  seen  that  while,  in  each  of  the  three  most  recent 
years,  road  deaths  (the  other  great  preventible  killer)  have 
slowly  fallen  in  both  sexes  (a  decline  totalling  5%  over  the 
period),  lung  cancer  deaths  have  steadily  increased  in  both  sexes 
(14%  in  all  over  the  period). 

The  ratio  of  male  lung  cancer  deaths  to  male  road  deaths  over 
the  period  is  more  than  4  to  1.  But  the  majority  of  lung  cancer 
deaths  occur  in  heavy  smokers  in  the  second  half  of  life;  if  the 
whole  male  population  were  exposed  to  the  risk  of  lung  cancer,  (i.e. 
smoked  heavily)  as  it  is  exposed  to  the  risk  of  road  deaths,  that 
ratio  might  well  be  10  to  1. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  I  was  asked  by  one  of  the  constituent  authori¬ 
ties  for  a  memorandum  on  the  notification  of  diseases  for  trans¬ 
mission  to  the  Rural  Districts  Councils’  Association  by  the 
Oxfordshire  branch  of  that  body. 

In  this  memorandum  I  expressed  my  doubts  of  the  value  of 
notifying  certain  diseases  at  present  notifiable  and  in  particular 
Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever.  I  believe  that  the  Ministry  do  not  wish 
to  discontinue  the  notification  of  Measles  because  of  the  possibility 
that  a  Measles  serum  may  be  introduced.  Scarlet  Fever  is  mar¬ 
ginal.  Theoretically  its  notification  could  lead  to  the  discovery  of 
food  handlers  associated  with  notified  cases,  who  are  carriers  of 
the  germ  without  having  any  symptoms  and  who  could  infect  milk 
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supplies.  The  argument  against  this  is  that  septic  sore  throat 
(which  is  not  notifiable)  is  just  as  likely  to  be  dangerous.  With  the 
extension  of  pasteurisation,  moreover,  which  kills  both  types  of 
germ,  the  question  is  becoming  largely  academic.  I  can  only  say 
that  I  have  not  personally  had  experience  of  a  case  of  milk-borne 
infection  caused  by  either  organism. 

On  the  other  hand  I  would  like  to  see  Brucellosis  made  noti¬ 
fiable,  for  the  following  reasons. 

1.  That  any  country  trying  seriously  to  cope  with  Brucel¬ 
losis  in  cattle  needs  to  make  the  disease  in  humans  noti¬ 
fiable.  England,  Wales  and  Scotland  are  almost  the  only 
remaining  countries  in  Europe  where  notification  of 
human  cases  has  not  been  introduced  . 

2.  At  present  no-one  knows  how  many  cases  of  the  disease 
occur  in  human  beings  because  it  can  run  a  very  chronic 
course  and  be  mistaken,  unless  the  practitioner  is  on  the 
alert  for  it,  for  vague  ill  health  or  malingering.  In  cer¬ 
tain  cases  the  disease  can  be  serious  and  cause  crippling 
arthritis.  There  is  even  a  death  rate  of  about  2%.  It 
is  probable  that  about  1,000  human  cases  occur  annually 
in  England,  Wales  and  Scotland,  giving  rise  to  some  18 
deaths  which  are  highly  preventible.  A  comparison  of 
this  figure  with  the  deaths  from  other  diseases  now  noti¬ 
fiable  is  illuminating. 


Cases  (1961) 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  cases 

Scarlet  Fever 

19,985 

3 

0.16 

Measles  . 

762,740 

152 

0.20 

Whooping  Cough 

24,469 

27 

1.10 

Brucellosis  (Estimated) 

1,000 

18 

18.00 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

1962  IN  THE  C.D. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis, 

q.v.). 

M 

F 

T 

Measles 

239 

221 

460 

Primary  Pneumonia 

8  ) 

5  ) 

13  ) 

Virus  Pneumonia  (see  p.  7) 

17  )  25 

12  ) 

17  29  )  42 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

7 

29 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

7 

10 

17 

Dysentery  (Flexner)  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

4 

9 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

6 

9 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  (Infective) 

0 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid 

1 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

1 

1 

303  269  572 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  IN  1962  IN  THE  CD. 
MEASLES. 

Just  over  a  quarter  of  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  1961. 
1961  was  a  peak  year  and  a  rather  lower  number  of  cases  might 
have  been  anticipated  in  1962.  The  main  concentrations  of  the 
population  are  on  the  fringes  of  Oxford  and  connected  largely 
with  the  Pressed  Steel  and  Morris  Works.  This  means  that  new 
families  are  constantly  coming  into  the  area  from  the  rest  of  the 
country  and  the  pattern  of  Measles  thus  probably  depends  to  a 
very  large  extent  on  the  number  of  immune  and  non-immune 
children  in  these  families. 

PNEUMONIA.  C 

One  feature  of  the  year  was  a  small  circumscribed  outbreak 
of  Virus  Pneumonia  at  the  American  base  at  Heyford.  It  was  only 
towards  the  end  of  the  outbreak  that  it  was  realised  by  the  U.S. 
Medical  authorities  that  Primary  Pneumonia  is  notifiable  in  this 
country.  The  infection  appears  to  have  been  of  a  mild  type. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

It  is  gratifying  indeed  to  be  able  to  report  a  Nil  return  for 
this  horrible  disease.  There  seems  little  doubt  that  Polio  can  now 
pass  into  history  with  such  other  nightmares  as  Smallpox,  Diph¬ 
theria  and  Cholera.  The  immunisation  procedure  is  childishly 
simple,  a  drop  of  tasteless  vaccine  on  a  lump  of  sugar  or  in  a  tea¬ 
spoonful  of  syrup.  The  only  danger,  indeed,  seems  to  be  public 
procrastination,  such  as  has  been  witnessed  with  Diphtheria.  It 
is  all  too  easy  to  put  off  going  for  immunisation  until  a  case  of 
Polio  occurs,  but  by  then  it  may  be  too  late.  The  success  of 
Polio  eradication  depends  on  a  75%  immunisation  rate  in  young 
children ;  only  thus  can  the  chain  of  infection  be  broken. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Again,  a  quiet  year;  no  epidemics.  The  nine  cases  were  con¬ 
fined  to  four  families  and  three  of  the  six  constituent  authorities 
had  a  Nil  return.  Of  the  four  batches  of  cases,  three  were  caused 
by  Salmonella  typhi-murium  and  one  by  Salmonella  enteritidis.  As 
almost  invariably  happens  with  Salmonella  poisoning  (as  opposed 
to  Staphylococcal  poisoning  where  the  effects  are  more  rapid  and 
usually  considerably  more  severe)  the  cases  were  not  notified 
until  all  the  remains  of  the  foodstuffs  eaten  during  the  incubation 
period  had  been  disposed  of. 

PARATYPHOID. 

The  single  case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  was  clearly  contracted 
abroad,  as  has  been  so  with  a  case  notified  in  1963;  there  seems 
indeed  to  be  a  steady  trickle  of  cases  contracted  mainly  in  Latin 
Europe— one  of  the  results  of  increased  foreign  travel  and,  at  the 
risk  of  being  a  little  smug,  a  reminder  of  the  excellence  of  our  own 
water  supplies.  (But  see  Ploughley  R.D.  p.  69). 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  Notified.  (Pulmonary). 

Males  :  32— of  which,  during  the  year,  1  died,  2  were  denoti- 
fied,  1  was  transferred  out. 
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Females :  15 — of  which,  during  the  year,  1  was  transferred  out, 
1  was  corrected  to  Transfer-In. 

(Non-Pulmonary)  : 

Males :  2. 

Females :  4. 

Cases  Transferred  in  from  Other  L.A.s.  (All  pulmonary). 

Males :  25 — of  which,  during  the  year,  5  were  transferred  out, 
1  recovered  and  1  died. 

Females :  29 — of  which,  during  the  year,  6  were  transferred 
out,  1  was  originally  notified  as  a  new  case  and  1  died. 

Cases  Transferred  Out  to  Other  L.A.s,  (All  pulmonary). 

Males :  7 — of  which,  during  the  year,  5  had  been  transferred- 
in  and  2  were  new  cases. 

Females :  7 — of  which,  during  the  year,  6  had  been  transferred- 
in  and  1  was  a  new  case. 

Cases  Recovered  during  the  year.  (Pulmonary). 

Male :  1 — which,  during  the  year,  had  been  transferred-in. 

Died  (All  pulmonary). 

Males :  2 — of  which,  during  the  year,  1  was  a  new  case  and  1 
had  been  transferred-in. 

Females :  1 — which,  during  the  year,  had  been  transferred-in. 

COMMENT  ON  TUBERCULOSIS. 

A  more  detailed  and  more  accurate  method  of  recording  cases 
has  been  adopted  this  year  for  the  first  time. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  is  one  less  than  in  1961,  there 
being  three  more  pulmonary  and  four  fewer  non-pulmonary  cases. 
Of  the  forty-seven  new  cases  only  one  death  resulted. 

The  Care  Committee  and  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography 
Units  based  on  Reading  and  Northampton  have  continued  their  in¬ 
valuable  work.  Once  more  I  have  had  pleasure  in  doing  B.C.G. 
inoculations  at  schools  in  the  area. 

HOUSING. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1,368  live  applications  were  out¬ 
standing  and  during  the  year  196  housing  units  were  built  by  the 
C.D.  Two  of  the  L.A.s  with  application  lists  of  171  and  57  respec¬ 
tively,  completed  no  houses  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  these  two  application  figures  had  risen  to  206  and  63  and  the 
total  number  of  live  applications  throughout  the  C.D.  to  1,487. 
Private  enterprise  during  the  year  built  almost  exactly  five  times 
as  many  houses  as  the  L.A.s — 988. 

At  first  sight  these  figures  seem  shocking  but  in  my  personal 
experience  a  number  of  applicants  for  L.A.  houses  could  well  afford 
unsubsidised  private  enterprise  houses  and  short  of  a  means  test — 
which  of  course  would  have  disadvantages  as  well  as  advantages 
and  would  be  widely  and  bitterly  resented — it  is  impossible  to  be 
sure  of  the  real  housing  need.  It  is  safe  to  say,  however,  that 
there  is  no  cause  for  complacency. 
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CARAVANS. 

Additional  proof  of  the  housing  shortage  is  made  evident  by 
the  increase  in  caravans  in  the  area  reaching  a  new  peak  of  1,485. 

A  very  excellent  report  made  in  November  and  December,  1962 
on  the  caravan  population  of  Bullingdon  R.D.C.,  which  has  over 
three  times  as  many  caravans  as  any  single  L.A.  in  the  area  and 
over  one  and  a  half  times  as  many  as  all  the  other  L.A.s  combined, 
was  submitted  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  Bullingdon, 
Mr.  K.  T.  Jolley. 

This  document  is  of  such  great  public  health  interest  that, 
with  the  agreement  of  the  Bullingdon  R.D.  and  of  Mr.  Jolley,  I 
am  including  it  herewith.  I  place  it,  moreover,  in  the  main  body 
of  the  report,  rather  than  in  the  Bullingdon  section,  because  I  am 
sure  that  it  will  prove  of  interest  and  value  to  the  other  constitu¬ 
ent  authorities. 

REPORT  ON  CARAVAN  POPULATION  OF 
BULLINGDON  R.D.C. 

Based  on  Survey  Made  November/December,  1962. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In  1953  there  were  297  licensed  caravan  plots  within  this  Dis¬ 
trict.  From  this  date  onwards  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in 
the  number,  until  a  physical  check  was  made  in  November/Decem¬ 
ber,  1962.  The  number  of  licensed  plots  at  this  time  was  1,020.  It 
was  found,  however,  that  only  927  of  these  licensed  plots  were 
occupied. 

At  the  latter  end  of  1962  it  was  growing  increasingly  apparent 
to  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  that  there  were  a 
considerable  number  of  caravan  occupants  in  the  District.  It  has 
always  been  fairly  obvious  to  this  Committee  that  this  form  of 
housing  must  be  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  therefore  the  require¬ 
ments  of  these  occupants  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
this  Council  in  the  near  future.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  insti¬ 
gate  a  survey  to  ascertain  the  present  conditions  and  the  future 
requirements  of  caravan  dwellers.  The  questionnaire,  composed  of 
seventeen  questions,  was  handed  out  personally  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  to  all  caravan  occupants  in  the  District  and  a 
pre-paid  envelope  label  was  enclosed  for  the  return  of  the  form 
when  completed.  Of  the  927  forms  distributed  492  were  returned, 
52%  of  the  total,  and  on  these  returned  forms  the  following  report 
has  been  based. 

GENERAL. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  Committee’s  comparison,  the  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  questions  asked  on  the  original  forms  have  been  re¬ 
ported  in  the  form  of  percentages.  One  of  the  exceptions  to  this 
is  the  first  question,  which  required  the  number  of  occupants,  and 
this  was  split  over  adults  and  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen. 
The  estimated  totals  of  people  living  in  caravans  is  2,500  of  which 
700  are  children.  This  is  approximately  2.7  persons  per  caravan. 
This  figure  would  appear  to  be  less  than  the  national  average 
which,  at  the  time  of  the  1960  National  Survey,  was  about  3.4, 
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suggesting  that  residential  caravan  dwellers  are  now  more  of  the 
opinion  that  this  type  of  accommodation  is  suitable  for  adults  only, 
or  small  family  units. 

The  ages  of  the  adults  were  broken  down  into  three  groups  to 
give  the  Committee  a  better  understanding  of  the  type  of  families 
involved.  These  were  : — 

Under  30  years  of  age  ...  59% 

30  to  50  years  of  age  ...  30% 

Over  50  years  of  age  ...  11% 

It  will  be  found  apparent  throughout  this  report  that  caravan 
residency  as  a  permanent  form  of  dwelling  is  a  comparatively  new 
idea.  By  this  I  mean  that  every  indication  points  to  the  fact  that 
most  people  have  occupied  caravans  for  less  than  five  years.  The 
higher  percentage  of  young  adults  would  bear  out  this  assumption. 

The  caravan  population  were  next  broken  down  into  units  to 
indicate  the  sizes  of  the  various  families  concerned.  These  came 


out  as  follows  : — 

Single  persons  only  ...  ...  12% 

Couples  only  ...  ...  ...  36% 

Couples  with  one  child  ...  ...  29% 

Couples  with  two  children  ...  13% 

Couples  with  three  children  ...  6% 

Couples  with  four  children  ...  3% 

Couples  with  five  and  over  ...  l'% 


It  is  rather  interesting  to  note  that  nearly  half  of  the  caravans 
in  the  District  are  occupied  by  adults — one  or  two  per  caravan. 
Also,  only  one  in  every  ten  caravans  has  more  than  two  children, 
and  less  than  one  in  four  caravans  has  more  than  one  child. 

There  was  one  question  which  asked  the  family  whether  they 
had  required  the  doctor  in  the  previous  twelve  months  for  any 
reason  which  may  be  associated  with  caravan  occupation.  The 
reply  to  this  particular  question  indicated  that  83%  of  the  caravan 
occupants  did  not  so  require  the  doctor,  and  only  17'%  indicated 
that  such  an  illness  was  apparent  during  this  period. 

There  were  several  questions  concerning  the  period  of  occu¬ 
pation  and  intention  of  occupation.  These  produced  rather  inter¬ 
esting  results.  The  caravan  dweller  was  asked  what  part  of  the 
country  he  had  originally  come  from,  and  the  results  were  divided 


into  four  groups  : — 

Oxfordshire  ...  ...  ...  ...  58% 

Midlands  &  Southern  England  ...  25% 

Scotland,  Ireland  or  Wales  ...  ...  12% 

North  of  England  ...  ...  ...  5% 


This  result  obviously  indicates  that  we  have  more  or  less 
created  our  own  caravan  problem.  The  figures  show  that  more 
than  eight  caravans  out  of  every  ten  housed  families  from  the 
industrial  South,  and  over  half  were  from  our  own  County. 

The  next  question  in  this  section  asked  when  the  caravan 
dweller  first  came  into  Bullingdon,  and  a  subsequent  question  asked 
when  he  first  took  up  caravan  occupation.  20%  of  the  people  in 
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question  moved  into  the  District  over  ten  years  ago,  but  only  5% 
apparently  have  lived  in  caravans  for  that  length  of  time.  Nearly 
half  the  people  came  into  the  District  within  the  five  year  period, 
and  a  similar  percentage  have  lived  in  caravans  for  this  length  of 
time.  Approximately  between  25'%  and  35%  of  the  people  have 
moved  into  the  District  and  lived  in  caravans  for  less  than  one 
year.  They  were  then  asked  if  they  wished  to  stay  in  this  District. 
90%  of  them  indicated  that  they  wished  to  remain  ratepayers  of 
Bullingdon  R.D.C. 


CARAVANS. 


This  particular  section  was  designed  to  find  out  the  type  of 
caravans  occupied,  and  whether  or  not  the  owners  intended  to 
keep  the  type  of  accommodation  which  they  had  chosen  up  to 
modern  standards  by  changing  frequently  for  improved  models. 
The  first  question  on  this  matter  asked  for  the  size  of  the  caravan 
which  they  now  occupied  and  these  answers  were  divided  into  four 
groups : — 


Less  than  15ft.  Oin.  ...  ...  1% 

15ft.  Oin.  to  19ft.  Oin.  ...  13% 

20ft.  Oin.  to  30ft.  Oin.  ...  75% 

Over  30ft.  Oin.  ...  ...  H'% 


It  was  of  considerable  interest  to  see  that  86%  of  the  caravans 
in  the  District  are  20ft.  Oin.  or  over  in  length,  and  less  than  15'% 
were  19ft.  Oin.  or  under,  and  all  of  those  less  than  15ft.  Oin.  long 
are  occupied  by  single  people  or  couples  over  the  age  of  50.  In 
the  141%  of  caravans  less  than  19ft.  Oin.  long  there  were  very  few 
children. 


The  next  question  asked  if  the  caravans  occupied  were  pur¬ 
chased  new.  55'%  said  Yes  and  45'%  said  No.  They  were  then 
asked  if  they  lived  in  caravans  before  the  present  van.  78%  said 
No  and  22%  said  Yes.  The  22%  were  then  asked  if  the  previous 
van  was  smaller:  69%  said  Yes  and  31'%  said  No. 


The  31'%  of  the  persons  who  had  occupied  vans  before  (less 
than  8%  of  the  overall  total)  were  mostly  people  who  exchange 
their  vans  fairly  frequently  and  have  for  some  time  lived  in  a  high 
standard  of  caravans. 


Taking  into  consideration  the  answers  to  the  questions  in  this 
particular  group,  I  think  the  Committee  can  assure  themselves 
that,  on  the  whole,  the  type  of  caravan  occupied  in  their  District 
is  of  an  extremely  high  standard  and  would  indicate,  therefore, 
that  the  families  in  occupation  must  also  be,  on  the  average,  as 
good  as  the  house  dwelling  family  unit.  This  must  be  indicated 
by  the  abnormally  high  quality  of  caravan  occupied. 


HOUSING. 

There  was  only  one  question  asked  in  this  particular  group, 
and  this  was  in  the  following  form:  Would  you  prefer: 

(a)  to  live  in  a  caravan  ...  20% 

(b)  to  rent  a  house  ...  ...  36% 

(c)  to  buy  a  house  ...  ...  44% 
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These  particular  questions  were  then  sub-divided  not  only 
into  age  groups  to  give  the  Council  some  idea  as  to  how  old  the 
particular  family  units  were,  which  preferred  some  form  of  hous¬ 
ing  to  caravans,  but  also  how  large  the  families  were,  which  would 
give  some  indication  of  the  types  of  houses  needed  and  also  ap¬ 
proximately  when  these  houses  would  be  required.  The  answers 
to  these  queries  were  gathered  by  first  of  all  breaking  down  the 
80%  which  would  prefer  a  house  under  the  three  age-groups  of 
under  30,  30  to  50,  and  over  50.  This  showed  that  the  20%  who 
preferred  to  live  in  caravans  were  equally  distributed  over  these 
three  age  groups ;  the  36%  who  would  prefer  to  rent  a  house  were 
roughly  divided  into  just  over  half  under  30  years  old,  and  one 
third  30  to  50.  The  remainder  over  50.  For  those  who  preferred 
to  buy  a  house  in  the  near  future,  75'%  were  under  30  years  old, 
14%  30  to  50,  and  the  small  remainder  over  50. 

The  size  of  the  family  and  the  time  when  they  would  prefer 
to  undertake  the  purchase  or  rent  of  a  house  were  formulated 
into  the  following  chart.  The  size  of  the  houses  were  divided  into 
one  bedroom  for  single  persons,  two  bedrooms  for  couples  only, 
and  couples  with  one  child,  and  three  bedrooms  for  the  remainder. 


HOUSING  REQUIREMENT  SUMMARY. 

RENT  BUY 

1  Year  5Yrs.  lOYrs.  Total  1  Year  5Yrs.  lOYrs.  Total 


1  Bed. 

7 

6 

1 

14 

2 

6 

3 

11 

2  Bed. 

62 

38 

Nil  | 

100 

87 

70 

7 

164 

3  Bed. 

38 

8 

2 

48 

18 

17 

1 

36 

TOTAL  ... 

107 

52 

3 

162 

107 

93 

11 

211 

As  can  be  seen,  the  number  of  houses  to  rent  and  buy  are 
373.  This  is  the  actual  number  taken  direct  from  the  forms  re¬ 
turned,  and  not  a  percentage  of  the  total. 


SITES. 

Several  questions  were  asked  concerning  the  sites  which  these 
people  occupied  and  also  the  type  of  site  they  would  prefer  if  they 
were  not  satisfied  with  their  existing  accommodation.  The  first 
question  of  this  group  asked  whether  they  would  prefer : — 


(a)  A  larger  site 

(b)  A  smaller  site 

(c)  Council  owned  site 

(d)  Satisfied  with  present  site 


2% 

4% 

34% 

60% 


The  second  question  asked  if  the  position  of  their  present 
site  was : — 

(a)  Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  82% 

(b)  Too  close  to  Oxford  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Too  far  from  Oxford  ...  ...  ...  18% 

Asked  if  the  rent  was  too  high,  51'%  said  No,  49%  said  Yes, 
and  asked  if  they  would  prefer  a  site  with  more  amenities  but 
higher  rent  61'%  said  No  and  39%  said  Yes. 
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It  would  appear  that  a  very  high  proportion  of  your  caravan 
dwellers  are  satisfied  with  their  present  accommodation.  It  was 
interesting  to  note  that  all  the  forms  received  from  your  own 
Council  site  preferred  to  occupy  a  Council-owned  site,  but  they 
were  all  of  the  opinion  that  your  rent  was  too  high  (£2  per  week 
plus  10s.  Od.  for  electricity).  In  fact,  your  Council  rent  is  as  high 
as  any  in  the  District. 

Excluding  those  who  are  already  occupying  a  Council-owned 
site,  there  seemed  a  very  small  percentage  who  would  prefer  to 
occupy  such  a  site.  The  position  of  the  sites  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  are  satisfactory,  but  it  does  appear  that  the  majority  of 
the  caravan  dwellers  are  more  interested  in  a  low  rent  than  a  site 
of  high  amenity  standard.  Another  interesting  point  which  arose 
from  the  fact  that  all  the  forms  were  coded  to  give  some  indication 
of  the  size  and  position  of  the  site  from  which  these  answers  were 
received,  was  that  practically  100'%  of  the  people  not  satisfied  with 
either  their  site  or  the  rent  or  the  amenities  came  from  caravan 
sites  of  more  than  50  pitches.  There  were  no  dis-satisfied  caravan 
dwellers  in  sites  of  single  units  or  less  than  six  caravans. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  think  the  Council  can  congratulate  themselves  on  this  vast 
store  of  information  which  has  been  accumulated  from  this  survey, 
and  which  will  be  of  considerable  use  to  the  officials  when  dealing 
with  licences  and  prospective  planning  approvals.  It  is  hoped 
that  when  the  Public  Health  Committee  have  considered  this  report 
they  will  recommend  that  the  Housing  Section  be  passed  to  the 
appropriate  Committee  for  consideration  when  future  housing 
policy  is  formulated.  It  is  also  hoped  that  the  caravan  site  section 
will  be  passed  to  the  Plans  Committee  and  also  the  County  Council 
Planning  Authority  with  a  suggestion  that  in  future  it  would  be 
to  the  caravan  dweller’s  recommendation  that  small  sites  only  be 
considered,  as  apparently  sites  of  more  than  fifty  caravans  are  the 
only  ones  which  give  rise  to  discontent. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

These  have  been  in  the  main  satisfactory  in  volume  and  purity 
but  as  foreshadowed  in  my  1961  Report,  action  had  to  be  taken 
with  regard  to  certain  sources  in  the  Ploughley  R.D.  (See  p.  69). 

FLUORIDATION. 

(N.B. — Throughout  the  following  pages  the  verb  “to  fluoride” 
is  sometimes  used;  at  other  times  the  word  used  is  “fluoridate”; 
the  meaning  is  identical). 

The  controlled  artificial  fluoridation  of  public  water  supplies 
at  the  optimum  level  of  1  part  per  million  (1  p.p.m.)  has  now  be¬ 
come  an  issue  of  paramount  importance  in  Preventive  Medicine. 
I  believe  the  present  position  is  best  summarised  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  heads. 

1.  The  great  urgency  of  the  problem  of  dental  caries  (decay) 
in  children. 

2.  The  evidence  that  Fluoridation  is  the  only  measure  which 
will  in  practice  and  within  a  reasonable  time  control  this 
problem  on  a  national  scale. 
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3.  The  evaluation  of  the  opposition  to  Fluoridation. 

4.  The  present  position  with  regard  to  the  institution  of 

Fluoridation. 

(a)  Nationally. 

(b)  Locally,  in  the  C.D. 

1.  It  is  an  incontrovertible  fact  that  dental  caries  in  children  is 
rapidly  becoming  more  extensive  throughout  the  country  and 

a  position  has  already  been  reached  which,  in  the  words  of  an 
eminent  dental  authority,  “amounts  to  a  national  scandal.” 

2.  Artificial  fluoridation  is  indistinguishable  on  analysis  from 
natural  fluoridation  because  at  the  level  of  1  p.p.m.  all  salts  of 

fluoride  dissociate  in  water  and  the  fluoride  is  therefore  present 
only  as  a  fluoride  ion.  Evidence  that  fluoridation  reproduces  (and 
in  some  cases  betters)  the  halved  dental  caries  rate  found  among 
children  living  in  those  areas  where  the  natural  fluoride  is  of  the 
order  of  1  p.p.m.,  is  embodied  in  upwards  of  6,000  scientific  papers. 
There  has  probably  never  been  in  the  field  of  Public  Health  any 
measure  on  which  so  much  work  has  been  done,  and  redone,  with 
such  consistent  results,  nor  any  about  which  such  a  wealth  of 
natural  evidence  has  accumulated  over  so  many  years.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  arrant  nonsense  to  suggest,  as  opponents  of  fluoridation  do 
with  monotonous  regularity,  that  we  don't  know  the  long-term 
effects  of  fluoridation.  The  truth  is  that  there  are  no  long-term 
effects  except  a  remarkable  decrease  in  dental  caries.  Neverthe¬ 
less  this  hare  is  still  raised,  sometimes  in  the  most  unexpected 
quarters.  The  Berkshire  County  Council  recently  postponed  a 
decision  on  fluoridation  partly  on  this  ground,  asking  for  a  special 
report  from  the  Medical  Research  Council  which  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  from  the  very  beginning  in 
building  up  the  mass  of  evidence  embodied  in  the  Ministry's 
Fluoridation  Studies  Report  ! 

There  are  no  workable  alternatives  to  fluoridation.  It  is 
either  fluoridation  or  a  continuation  of  the  present  “national  scan¬ 
dal."  It  is  abundantly  clear,  and  has  been  for  years,  that  the  vast 
majority  of  parents  are  both  ignorant  and  indifferent  about  dental 
decay,  and  advice  to  them  to  be  strict  in  the  matter  of  sweet¬ 
eating,  diet  and  tooth-brushing  is  unlikely  to  bear  much  fruit  for 
many  years  to  come. 

The  suggestion  that  fluoridation  can  be  successfully  initiated 
by  the  taking  of  pills  needs  only  to  be  mentioned  to  be  dismissed 
as  utterly  impracticable.  It  would  involve  giving  every  child  in 
the  community  a  pill  every  day  from  birth  (ideally  from  concep¬ 
tion)  until  the  age  of  eleven  years — 4,000  pills  per  child.  Why  it 
should  be  expected  that  parents  who  consistently  neglect  their 
children’s  dental  health  would  persist  in  an  eleven-year  long 
routine  is  never  explained ;  nor  is  the  fact  that  the  only  pill-trial 
undertaken  on  any  large  scale  was  a  catastrophic  failure,  the  public 
failing  to  co-operate.  (The  district,  incidentally,  which  was  the 
scene  of  this  fiasco  subsequently  voted  for  water-fluoridation). 
Attempts  to  fluoride  basic  foods  or  table  salt  must  encounter  the 
same  difficulty — lack  of  universality  and  lack  of  parental  interest. 
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Fluoride  toothpaste  has  very  little  effect  and  the  local  application 
of  fluoride  to  the  children’s  teeth  is  not  a  pleasant  experience  for 
the  child  (and  would  therefore  encounter  parental  opposition) ; 
moreover  by  comparison  with  water-fluoridation  it  is  exceedingly 
expensive  and  in  any  case,  as  a  routine  measure,  wildly  outside  the 
scope  of  the  country’s  present  dental  manpower. 

We  come  back  always  to  water-fluoridation  as  the  only  logical 
method  of  fluoride  administration.  In  addition  to  the  advantages 
of  universality,  it  is  extremely  cheap — about  one  twelfth  of  the 
cost  of  pills  and  only  a  minute  fraction  of  the  cost  of  dental  decay 
(the  average  dental  filling  pays  the  cost  of  fluoridation  for  an 
individual  for  thirty  years).  Fluoridation  is  easy  to  operate  and 
foolproof.  Why,  then,  does  anyone  oppose  it  ? 

3.  A  certain  amount  of  opposition  to  Fluoridation  was  predict¬ 
able,  for  there  is  a  hard-core  of  obsessionalists  and  eccentrics 
who  will  oppose  any  new  proposal.  Chlorination,  pasteurisation, 
immunisation,  health  insurance,  even  the  administration  of  anaes¬ 
thetics — have  all  found  their  little  knot  of  last-ditch  objectors. 
What  is  remarkable  about  the  opposition  to  fluoridation  is  its 
hysteria  and  its  almost  complete  lack  of  regard  for  scientific  truth. 

The  opposition  is  based,  broadly  speaking,  on  two  planks,  al¬ 
though  some  of  the  adherents  have  a  foot  on  each  .  A  few  anti- 
fluoriders  have  the  grace  to  concede  that  Fluoridation  prevents 
dental  caries  and  has  no  ill-effects  upon  health.  Nevertheless, 
they  still  believe  that  its  universal  institution  would  be  wrong  as 
an  invasion  of  personal  liberty  .  This  argument  based  theoretically 
on  the  rights  of  the  individual  is  in  reality  the  very  reverse — the 
dictatorship  of  the  minority  where  the  few  claim  the  right  to  over¬ 
ride  the  benefit  of  the  community  .  No  area  naturally  fluorided  at 
the  optimum  level  has  ever  been  known  to  ask  for  its  water  supply 
to  be  de-fluorided. 

More  than  one  attempt  has  been  made  to  have  Fluoridation 
declared  illegal  .  The  most  recent,  this  year,  in  which  a  private 
individual  sued  the  Government  of  Eire,  failed  when  Mr.  Justice 
Kenny  upheld  the  measure  as  being  constitutional  and  no  violation 
of  individual  rights.  The  action  lasted  for  sixty-five  days  and  was 
the  longest  ever  to  be  heard  in  the  Dublin  courts.  Every  “expert” 
witness  against  fluoridation  was  brought  from  the  four  corners  of 
the  globe  to  Dublin  but,  after  hearing  them  all,  Mr.  Justice  Kenny 
expressed  himself  convinced  beyond  any  possibility  of  doubt  that 
fluoridation  was  entirely  safe  and  he  pointed  out  that  in  any  case 
anyone  who  did  not  wish  to  drink  fluorided  water  could  by  the 
expenditure  of  a  few  pounds  remove  virtually  all  the  fluoride  in 
water.  An  article  in  The  Medical  Officer  of  the  6th  September, 
1963,  by  the  Reader  in  Physics  in  Birmingham  University  goes 
further,  giving  details  of  a  “Do-it-yourself  De-Fluoridator”  for 
which  all  that  is  necessary  is  two  pounds  of  bonemeal  (9d.  a  pound 
from  any  gardening  shop),  a  gravy  strainer,  a  cocoa-tin,  a  plastic 
funnel  and  a  jam-jar.  This  apparatus  has  already  been  working 
effectively  for  six  months  and  may  well  last  considerably  longer; 
in  any  event  the  washing  out  of  the  apparatus  and  recharging  with 
ninepennorth  of  bonemeal  twice  a  year  is  surely  not  much  of  a 
price  for  the  individual  die-hard  to  pay  for  implementing  a  per- 
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sonal  maggot  which  runs  counter  to  the  overwhelming  body  of 
scientific  evidence. 

The  other  objection  to  fluoridation  is  on  the  grounds  of  pos¬ 
sible  injury  to  health.  While  it  is  true  that  a  fantastic  array  of 
“allegations”  has  been  made  and  is  still  being  made,  of  ill-effects 
from  fluoridation,  not  a  single  one  of  these  has  stood  the  test  of 
scientific  examination.  This,  however,  in  no  way  deters  anti-fluo- 
riders  who,  despite  disproof,  continually  repeat  their  statements 
on  the  theory,  presumably,  that  you  have  only  to  say  a  thing  often 
enough  and  loud  enough  for  someone  to  believe  it  . 

It  has,  of  course,  long  been  common  knowledge  that  prolonged 
continuous  intake  of  very  high  amounts  of  fluoride — such  as  is 
sometimes  experienced,  for  instance,  by  workers  in  industrial  fluo¬ 
ride  plants— can  produce  symptoms,  but  such  concentrations  of 
fluoride  can  never  be  remotely  approached  in  Fluoridation. 

Fluoridation  has  proved  to  be  controllable  with  extreme 
accuracy.  It  could  moreover  be  discontinued  at  a  moment’s  notice, 
while  the  regular  and  frequent  checks  of  the  installations  which 
the  Ministry  will  require  will  be  a  further  guarantee  of  safety. 

The  anti-fluoriders  nevertheless  often  contrive  to  suggest, 
without  actually  saying  so,  that  with  Fluoridation  there  is  an  ever¬ 
present  risk  of  sudden  catastrophic  over-dosage.  This  nonsense  is 
in  no  way  untypical  of  much  of  their  campaign,  which  is  often 
aimed  not  at  weighing  evidence  but  at  causing  alarm  and  despond¬ 
ency.  If  the  anti-fluoriders  are  right,  then  every  scientific  body 
of  repute  throughout  the  country  is  wrong  and  by  extension  must 
be  composed  not  of  men  of  integrity  and  knowledge  but  of  imbe¬ 
ciles  and  murderous  maniacs  hell-bent  on  forcing  poison  down  the 
public  throat.  It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  human  gullibility  that 
this  campaign  has  been  successful  in  causing  the  abandonment  of 
the  fluoride  trials  at  Andover  and  Kilmarnock  in  an  atmosphere  of 
hysteria  reminiscent  of  a  mediaeval  witch-hunt,  without  having 
been  able  to  produce  a  shred  of  evidence  that  anyone’s  health  had 
been  harmed  and  despite  very  real  data  showing  that  the  dental 
health  of  the  children  was  already  beginning  to  improve. 

Reams  of  propaganda,  including  shoddy,  ill-printed  leaflets 
plugging  “Rat  poison,”  “Thalidomide”  and  “Commercial  Interests 
promoting  Fluoridation”  have  been  sent  out  to  the  Clerk  of  each 
Local  Authority  in  the  land.  To  comment  upon  even  an  appreciable 
proportion  of  them  would  be  quite  beyond  the  scope  of  this  report, 
but  I  take  here  the  two  most  recent  anti-fluoride  publications — a 
circular  of  the  self-styled  “National  Pure  Water  Association” 
(which  came  into  being  and  still  exists  for  the  single  purpose  of 
discrediting  fluoridation)  and  an  expensively  produced  brochure 
from  an  individual  with  no  declared  scientific  qualifications. 

It  is  fair  to  infer  from  the  headline-style  N.P.W.A.  document, 
labelled  with  a  large  scarlet  medallion  bearing  the  words  “Press 
Release”  that  its  aim  is  at  the  sensational  rather  than  at  the  scien¬ 
tific  press. 

While  I  gratefully  acknowledge  that  the  local  press  has  been 
impartial  in  the  matter,  as  much  can  by  no  means,  unhappily,  be 
said  for  the  circulation  giants.  Nothing  suits  them  better  than  a 
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clash  of  expert  opinion  and  if  one  does  not  exist  then  they  will 
invent  it.  In  this  instance  the  fact  that  99.9%  of  informed  opin¬ 
ion  supports  fluoridation  goes  for  nothing;  the  0.1'%  are  dignified 
by  the  name  of  “opposition”  and  the  public  is  encouraged  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  scientific  world  is  split  down  the  middle  on  the  issue. 
This  is  bosh. 

The  individual  brochure  was  aimed  in  the  first  instance  at  the 
Health  Committee  of  the  Hampshire  County  Council  which  refused 
to  be  panicked  by  the  Andover  holocaust.  I  am  grateful  indeed  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Hampshire  for  permission  to  quote 
from  his  clear  and  perceptive  answers  to  the  allegations. 

These  include  horrific  photographs  (though  not  so  horrific  as 
photographs  of  some  of  our  own  children  with  advanced  dental 
caries  could  be)  over  the  caption  “Who  has  the  right  to  inflict 
such  ugly  permanent  teeth  on  other  people's  children  ?”  A  begged 
question  indeed,  for  these  photographs  prove  to  have  been  taken 
during  investigations  into  extremely  high  natural  fluoride  areas 
and  bear  no  relation  to  Fluoridation ;  moreover  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  they  have  been  intensified  in  reprinting. 

A  statement  is  included  from  an  ex-director  of  State  Health 
in  the  U.S.A.  who  does  not  furnish  an  iota  of  proof.  He  is  “con¬ 
vinced”  (because  he  wants  to  be  convinced)  that  an  increase  in 
diarrhoea  noticed  in  his  practice  “may  well  be”  (phrase  beloved  of 
anti-fluoriders)  due  to  water-fluoridation.  It  seems  not  to  have 
occured  to  him,  nor  indeed  to  the  faithful,  that  if  this  theory  were 
tenable  then  every  naturally  fluorided  area  in  the  land  would  have 
been  showing  a  markedly  high  incidence  of  diarrhoea  for  centuries 
past.  The  present  Director  of  State  Health  vigorously  dissociates 
himself  from  this  fancy  and  produces  facts — that  since  Fluoridation 
was  commenced  in  1952  very  rigorous  checks  have  entirely  failed  to 
discover  any  illness  whatsoever  attributable  to  the  measure ;  that 
no  difficulties  in  maintenance  have  been  experienced ;  that  there 
has  been  a  steady  decrease  (in  some  cases  by  as  much  as  65'%)  in 
dental  caries  in  children  there  during  the  period. 

It  is  stated  that  the  City  Council  of  Cardiff  (which  turned 
down  fluoridation  by  a  single  vote)  instructed  their  M.O.H.  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  scheme  for  pill  administration.  What  is  not  stated  is  that 
the  M.O.H.  reported  back  that  such  a  scheme  was  useless  and 
impracticable. 

Next  come  allegations  of  ill-health  when  fluoridation  was 
instituted  at  Andover.  Before  fluoridation  commenced  there,  ar¬ 
rangements  were  made  that  any  ill-health  which  could  conceivably 
be  attributed  to  the  measure  should  be  reported  to  the  M.O.H.  by 
practitioners  and  hospital  officers. 

Throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  experiment  only  one  such  complaint 
was  made  and  this  the  complainant  refused  to  have  investigated. 

The  anti-fluoriders  came  out  with  the  statement  that  “hun¬ 
dreds  complained  that  they  were  affected  in  one  way  or  another 
by  the  addition  of  fluoride  to  tlye  water,  the  two  most  common 
complaints  being  nausea  and  diai^oea.”  These,  of  course,  are  the 
very  symptoms  most  readily  induced  in  nervous  and  suggestible 
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folk,  and  the  scare-campaign  at  Andover  had  reached  depths 
scarcely  credible  in  a  rational  society. 

In  this  connection,  the  M.Q.H.  of  Hampshire  offers  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pertinent  comment. 

As  evidence  of  the  way  that  people  may  deceive  themselves  when 
they  have  been  led  to  expect  trouble,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
on  the  date  when  fluoridation  was  billed  to  commence  in  Char¬ 
lotte  (North  Carolina)  on  the  1st  April,  1949,  a  flood  of  diverse 
complaints  came  to  the  Health  Department.  It  was  then  an¬ 
nounced  that  fluoridation  had  not  commenced ;  the  complaints 
ceased,  and  were  not  resumed  when  fluoridation  was  started  with¬ 
out  announcement  three  weeks  later. 

Next,  statements  from  Medical  Officers.  There  are  nearly  three 
thousand  medical  officers  in  preventive  medicine  in  this  country; 
of  these,  three  are  quoted.  The  first  states  that  half  a  teaspoon¬ 
ful  of  sodium  fluoride  in  water  would  cause  death  in  ten  hours. 
He  does  not  say  in  how  much  water,  but  for  the  purposes  of  fluori¬ 
dation  half  a  teaspoonful  would  need  to  be  dissolved  in  two  hun¬ 
dred  gallons  of  water  where  it  would,  as  has  already  been  pointed 
out,  exist  only  as  fluoride  ions  and  not  as  sodium  fluoride.  The 
statement  has  therefore  no  bearing  on  fluoridation.  The  second 
M.O.  objects  on  ethical  grounds,  not  medical,  and  it  is  not  without 
relevance  that  he  raised  a  storm  a  year  ago  by  decrying,  in  a 
medical  paper,  the  campaign  against  tobacco-smoking.  The  third 
M.O.  writes  as  follows: 

“The  statements  attributed  to  me  in  the  leaflet  received  by 
your  councillors  are  incorrect,  and  were  a  result  achieved  by 
misquotation  and  misrepresentation  of  my  expressed  views ; 
the  passages  quoted  were  taken  completely  out  of  context. 

I  have  made  every  effort  to  emphasise  that  I  am  not  op¬ 
posed  in  principle  to  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  ....  I 
had  an  assurance  from  the  Chairman  of  the  National  Pure 
Water  Association  dated  20th  August  1963  that  ‘he  would  do 
his  best  to  see  I  was  not  further  embarrassed  by  those  with 
whom  he  was  in  communication.’  ” 

So  much  for  opposition  to  Fluoridation  from  M.O.sH. — and  for 
the  methods  of  putting  it  before  Councillors  ! 

There  foil  ows  a  long  statement  on  Kilmarnock  which  contains 
both  direct  untruths  and  false  inferences.  It  admits,  with  glee, 
that  it  proved  possible  for  a  professor  of  Botany  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Town’s  Finance  Committee,  neither  of  whom  could  be 
accounted  an  expert  witness,  to  persuade  the  council  of  the  town 
that  the  M.O.H.,  thirty-two  Kilmarnock  doctors,  the  Medical  Prac¬ 
titioners  Union  and  the  British  Medical  Association  were  all  wrong 
about  fluoridation.  It  quotes  Thalidomide,  which  is  in  no  way 
comparable  with  Fluoride  (except  that  both  end  in  “ide”),  but 
which  has  an  enormous  emotional  impact.  It  misquotes  death 
rates  and  dental  statistics,  makes  seriously  inaccurate  statements 
about  the  cost  of  Fluoridation  and  it  has  the  impudence  to  state 
that  the  population  of  Kilmarnock  ought  not  to  have  to  live  in 
fear — a  fear  which,  entirely  unjustifiably  and  dishonestly,  the  anti- 
fluoriders  themselves  have  striven  every  nerve  to  implant. 
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Finally,  two  minority  scientific  groups  in  the  U.S.A.  are  quoted 
as  being  against  Fluoridation.  The  first  objects  ethically  and  the 
second  quotes  no  facts  adverse  to  fluoridation  but  only  allegations 
which  have  been  disproved  by  the  British  Research  Committee  as 
well  as  numerous  other  scientific  bodies  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic. 

Every  authoritative  medical  and  dental  body  in  both  countries  is 
unreservedly  in  favour  of  fluoridation. 

4.  (a)  Nationally. 

At  the  time  of  writing  it  is  almost  a  year  (10th  December, 
1962)  since  the  Minister  of  Health  made  the  following  statements  : 

“I  am  ready  to  approve . proposals  from  Local 

Health  Authorities  to  make  arrangements  with  water- 
undertakers  for  the  addition  of  Fluoride  to  water  sup¬ 
plies  which  are  deficient  in  it  naturally. ” 

“Where  this  is  done  the  incidence  of  dental  decay  in  young 
children  should  be  reduced  by  half.” 

“I  am  completely  satisfied  that  scruples”  (about  Fluorida¬ 
tion)  “are  unfounded  and  groundless . ” 

Since  this  date  sixty-six  Local  Health  Authorities  in  England 
and  Wales  have  endorsed  Fluoridation  and  twenty-six  have  voted 
against  it,  the  comparable  figures  in  Scotland  being  eleven  for  and 
nineteen  against,  a  total  of  seventy-seven  for  and  forty-five  against. 
It  should  be  noted  that  Local  Health  Authorities  vary  enormously 
in  size ;  Birmingham  which  has  recommended  Fluoridation  having  a 
population  of  over  a  million  and  Great  Yarmouth  which  voted 
against  having  a  population  of  52,000.  Cardiff  which  rejected  fluori¬ 
dation  by  a  single  vote  has  a  population  of  250,000.  The  actual 
number  of  Local  Health  Authorities  is  less  important  than  the 
populations  they  represent.  Nevertheless  it  is  disturbing  to  find 
that  so  many  councillors  can  be  swayed  by  misrepresentation,  and 
that  a  year  after  the  Minister’s  appeal  no  single  fluoridation  scheme 
has  come  into  action. 

The  Government  are  by  no  means  blameless  for  this  state  of 
affairs.  Procedure  is  fantastically  complicated;  indeed  if  it  were 
desired  to  make  fluoridation  as  difficult  as  possible  to  attain  and 
as  easy  to  obstruct,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  wit  of  man  could 
have  evolved  a  more  devious  plan  than  the  present  one. 

Every  Local  Authority- — Borough,  Urban  District  and  Rural 
District — has  been,  or  will  be,  asked  by  its  M.O.H.  to  consider  the 
Minister’s  invitation  to  submit  proposals.  It  can  safely  be  assumed 
that,  with  rare  exceptions,  the  advice  of  the  M.O.H.  will  be  strong-- 
ly  in  favour  of  the  measure  and  that  this  advice  will  be  tendered 
in  the  first  instance  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Local 
Authority  concerned.  If  the  Public  Health  Committee  vote  against 
the  measure  that  is  the  end  of  the  matter,  at  all  events  for  the  time 
being. 

Fluoridation  is  a  highly  technical  subject  and  it  is  extremely 
difficult  for  the  average  layman  to  disentangle  scientific  evidence 
from  propaganda  (of  which  he  gets  plenty).  The  anti-fluoriders’ 
literature  is  peppered  with  the  names  of  “scientific”  witnesses,  but 
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few  of  them  are  doctors  or  dentists  and  a  high  proportion  of  them 
are  from  central  Europe  and  the  U.S.A.,  where  the  average  coun¬ 
cillor  is  not  likely  to  be  able  to  pursue  them. 

The  individual  councillor  of  the  Local  Authority  is  in  a  very 
real  dilemma.  He  may  be  strongly  disposed  to  believe  the  Minis¬ 
try,  the  British  Medical  and  Dental  Associations  and  his  Medical 
Officer  of  Health;  on  the  other  hand,  just  supposing  that  by  the 
last  chance  in  a  million  some  unforeseen  disaster  should  occur.  If 
he  votes  against  the  measure  the  worst  that  can  happen  is  that  the 
state  of  the  children’s  teeth  will  remain  in  its  present  rotten  condi¬ 
tion  and  after  all  parents  ought  to  shoulder  their  responsibility. 
Let  sleeping  dogs  lie.  More  than  one  councillor  has  said  to  me  : 

“If  the  Minister  is  so  convinced  of  the  complete  safety  of 
Lluoridation  why  does  he  not  seek  powers  to  make  it 
mandatory  ?  Why  does  he  tell  you  to  throw  the  baby 
at  a  group  of  laymen  like  myself?” 

With  this  point  of  view  I  have  the  greatest  possible  sympathy 
and  I  believe  that  the  distressing  number  of  Local  Authorities 
who  are  declining  to  take  the  responsibility  in  this  matter  are  not 
so  much  against  Fluoridation  as  swayed  by  a  clever  body  of 
fanatics  v/hose  stock  in  trade  is  not  evidence  but  the  skilful 
insinuation  of  doubt. 

Nonetheless  a  number  of  Public  Health  Committees  at  which 
the  M.O.H.  is  present  to  answer  questions  do  pass  resolutions  in 
favour  of  Lluoridation  and  the  matter  then  goes  to  full  council. 
Here  the  position  is  different  in  that  the  M.O.H.  is  not  generally 
asked  to  speak,  whereas  there  has  been  no  such  restriction  on  the 
activities  of  the  anti-fluoriders  who  usually  rush  in  a  new  batch  of 
propaganda  which  no-one  has  the  time  to  refute ;  a  number  of 
Councils  have,  indeed,  reversed  the  decision  of  their  own  Health 
Committee. 

Let  us  assume,  however,  that  this  second  hurdle  is  surmounted 
— the  battle  is  still  scarcely  joined.  Relatively  few  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  are  also  Local  Health  Authorities  (for  the  purpose  of  this 
measure  County  Councils  and  County  Borough  Councils  only).  It 
is  therefore  by  no  means  certain  that  a  Local  Authority  in  voting 
for  Lluoridation  will  get  it;  the  same  procedure  must  be  gone 
through  all  over  again  at  the  higher  level,  and  if  either  the  Public 
Health  Committee  or  the  Council  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
decide  against  the  measure  the  resolutions  of  the  Local  Authorities 
in  the  matter  are  so  much  waste  paper.  The  Ministry’s  contention 
that  Lluoridation  is  being  arranged  democratically  under  the  pre¬ 
sent  system  is  therefore  merely  silly. 

Contrariwise  no-one  can,  or  if  anyone  can  no-one  will,  say  on 
what  basis  a  decision  will  be  made  when  a  Local  Health  Authority 
endorses  Lluoridation  and  its  constituent  Local  Authorities  on  the 
same  water  supply  are  divided  on  the  issue.  Will  the  will  of  the 
larger  number  of  Local  Authorities  prevail,  or  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  population  concerned  or  is  it  going  to  be  possible 
for  one  Local  Authority,  maybe  the  smallest,  under  the  control 
of  a  single  forceful  but  misguided  personality  to  block  Fluoridation 
for  the  rest  of  a  county  and  even  for  Local  Authorities  on  the  same 
supply  beyond  the  border  of  that  county  ?  If  it  is  going  to  be 
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necessary  to  have  a  unanimous  vote,  a  thing  which  as  a  colleague 
of  mine  has  pointed  out  has  no  common  parallel  apart  from  the 
United  Nations  Veto,  then  scores  of  Local  Authorities  are  going 
to  be  thwarted  in  this  matter  and  we  have  all  been  wasting  our 
time. 

Finally,  there  is  not  even  any  certainty  that  when  a  Local 
Health  Authority  requests  a  water-undertaking  in  its  area  to  insti¬ 
tute  fluoridation  the  water-undertaking  is  under  any  obligation  to 
do  so.  It  was  not  until  long  after  the  Ministry  committed  its 
M.Os.H.  to  the  battle  that  this  point  was  taken  up  with  the  water- 
undertakings  and  indeed  if  any  decision  has  been  reached  on  the 
point,  I  have  yet  to  hear  of  it. 

(b)  Locally. 

The  present  position  of  the  constituent  authorities  of  the  South 
Oxfordshire  Combined  Districts  appears  to  date  to  be  as  follows 

HENLEY  BOROUGH. 

Local  Health  Authority — Oxfordshire  County  Council. 

Water  Undertaking — Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  deferred  decision  pending 
the  result  of  the  action  taken  by  a  private  individual  against  the 
Watford  Corporation  concerning  the  legality  of  Fluoridation. 

STOP  PRESS : 

The  Committee  recently  (8th  January,  1964)  changed  its  mind 
and  opposed  Fluoridation  in  a  resolution  upheld  by  the  Council. 

Another  recent  decision  (12th  December,  1963)  was  that  of 
New  York  City  which  finally  decided  to  fluoridate  its  water  sup¬ 
plies,  thus  coming  into  line  with  the  nine  next  lareest  U.S.  cities. 
Lucky  American  children  and  lucky  U.S.  Treasury!  (See  p.  15). 

It  is  perhaps  only  fair  to  add  that  it  has  taken  ten  years  there 
to  disprove  all  the  allegations  made  against  fluoridation.  Some  of 
these  read  like  gags  out  of  the  Goon  Show — for  example  that 
Fluoridation  is  a  Communist  plot  to  soften  the  brain  tissues  of  the 
American  people  so  that  the  Russians  will  be  able  to  move  in 
without  opposition  and  take  over  the  country. 

A  month  before  the  New  York  decision  was  arrived  at,  an 
open  public  hearing  was  held  in  the  City  Hall  which  ran  for  more 
than  20  hours. 

When  the  New  York  scheme  comes  into  effect,  nearly  50  mil¬ 
lion  people  in  America  will  be  drinking  water  either  naturally  or 
artificially  fluoridated. 

BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Local  Health  Authority — Oxfordshire  County  Council. 

Water  undertaking — R.A.F.,  Heyford. 

The  present  position  is  that  Fluoridation  has  been  rejected  by 
the  casting  vote.  Most  of  the  town  takes  water  from  the  R.A.F. 
Heyford  bore.  The  Air  Ministry  medical  authority  has  agreed  on 
principle  to  the  Fluoridation  of  water  supplies  furnished  by  the 
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R.A.F.,  so  if  and  when  this  decision  is  implemented  Bicester  may 
get  the  bulk  of  its  water  fluoridated  against  its  wishes.  The  Minis¬ 
ter  has,  however,  already  foreshadowed  the  formation  of  a  water- 
board  on  which  voting  control  could  rest  with  Oxford  City.  Oxford 
City  Council  reversed  its  Public  Health  Committee’s  recommenda¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  Fluoridation.  This  contravenes  the  wishes  of 
Abingdon,  Bullingdon,  Ploughley,  Witney  R.D.  and  Henley  R.D., 
all  of  which  take  water  from  the  City  and  all  of  which  voted  for 
Fluoridation  j  It  is  therefore  possible  that  Oxford  City  may  in 
future  change  its  present  policy.  Alternatively  the  Oxfordshire 
County  Council  which  has  already  approved  Fluoridation,  may  have 
voting  control  on  the  new  Board. 

In  any  of  these  circumstances  Bicester  would  seem  likely  to 
get  a  fluoridated  water  supply. 

THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Local  Health  Authority — Oxfordshire  County  Council. 

Water  undertaking — Thame  U.D.  except  for  a  small  supply 

from  Bullingdon. 

Thame  has  from  the  first  declared  itself  in  favour  of  Fluorida¬ 
tion.  Assuming  that  after  application  to  the  Oxfordshire  County 
Council,  the  Ministry  approve  technical  facilities  at  Thame  bore¬ 
hole,  the  town  will  get  fluoridated  water.  A  small  supply  from 
Bullingdon  (about  10%)  is  also  likely  to  be  fluorided.  (See  Bul¬ 
lingdon  R.D.). 

BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Local  Health  Authority— -Oxfordshire  County  Council. 

Water  undertakings : — 

1.  Bullingdon  R.D. 

2.  Oxford  City. 

3.  Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 

Bullingdon  Public  Health  Committee  and  Council  have  both 
approved  Fluoridation.  The  R.D.  boreholes  (including  the  Thame 
supply)  will  be  fluoridated  assuming  technical  facilities  receive 
Ministry  approval.  One  bore  at  Dorchester  was  discovered  to 
have  an  adequate  Fluoride  content  already.  (See  p.  50).  No  one 
in  the  Parish  had  been  aware  of  this  and  there  has  never  been  any 
suggestion  that  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  has  suffered  in  any 
way.  The  fourteen  parishes  served  by  the  Oxford  City  works  will 
unfortunately  be  denied  fluoridation  at  any  rate  for  the  time  being. 

The  attitude  of  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board,  which  will 
affect  Benson,  is  not  yet  known. 

PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Local  Health  Authority — Oxfordshire  County  Council. 

Water  undertakings — 

1.  Ploughley  R.D. 

2.  Oxford  City. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  both  approved 
fluoridation  in  principle.  Their  position  is,  however,  particularly 
unlucky.  Those  parishes  supplied  by  Oxford  City  will  be  denied 
fluoridation  whereas  the  rest  are  served  by  R.D.  boreholes  too 
small  and  too  numerous  to  make  fluoridation  practicable. 
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The  impending  comprehensive  water  scheme  under  a  water 
board  may  or  may  not  remedy  the  position  depending  on  the  pro- 
and  anti-fluoride  elements  on  the  new  board.  (See  Bicester  U.D.). 

Bletchingdon  already  has  natural  fluoride  of  just  over  1  p.p.m. 
No  ill  health,  but  markedly  better  than  average  children’s  teeth 
in  this  parish. 

HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Local  Health  Authority — Oxfordshire  County  Council. 

Water  undertaking — Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 

Both  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  have  en¬ 
dorsed  Fluoridation. 

The  water  supply  to  virtually  the  whole  R.D.  is  from  the 
Thames  Valley  Water  Board  borehole  at  Goring.  It  would  thus  be 
feasible  to  fluoridate  the  water  supply  to  the  R.D.  without  any 
other  district  becoming  involved. 

SUMMARY. 

Henley  Borough: 

Rejected  fluoridation. 

Bicester  U.D. 

Do  not  want  it,  but  may  well  get  it,  willy-nilly. 

Thame  U.D.: 

Wants  it  and  will  get  it. 

Bullingdon  RD.: 

Wants  it  and  will  get  it  except  where  blocked  by  Oxford  City. 

Ploughley  R.D.: 

Approves  in  principle,  but  will  not  get  it  under  present  ar¬ 
rangements. 

Henley  R.D. : 

Wants  it  and  should  get  it,  unless  denied  by  Thames  Valley 

Water  Board. 

I  hope  this  makes  the  position  clear;  it  is  probably  an  over¬ 
simplification. 

PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION. 

It  is  pleasant  to  report  that  no  action  was  necessary  through¬ 
out  the  year  either  under  Sec.  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act, 
1946  nor  under  the  Amendment  Act  of  1951. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

First  I  have  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  tireless  energy  and 
good  humour  of  my  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  of  my  Secretary; 
next  follow  M.Os.H.  of  contiguous  Local  Authorities  and  of  many 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Number  of 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

46 

32 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

27 

27 

TOTAL  . 

82 

63 

1 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


N  o.  of  Casas  in  which  Defects 
_ were  found _  Number 


Particulars 

u ) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  |  By 

H.M.  |  H.M. 

Insp’tr.  |  Insp'tr. 

I 

(4)  1  (5) 

of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t  FI  17  C  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

- 

defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

1 

1 

— 

sexes  . 

Others  offences  (not 
including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  . 

3 

3 

- 

1 

1 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

There  is  1  known  outworker  in  the  District,  as  follows  : — 
Wearing  Apparel. 
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Bicester  Urban  District 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Number  of 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written  | 
Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

4 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

29 

21 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

TOTAL  . 

33 

25 

- 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 
were  found 

Number 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  | 
H.M. 
Insp’tr.  | 

(4) 

rred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp’tr. 

(5) 

of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  . 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  . 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  . 

_ 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . 

— 

— 

_ 

Others  offences  (not 
including  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  . 

1  2 

1  2 

| 

- 

1 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


There  are  no  known  outworkers  in  the  District. 


Thame  Urban  District 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 
Notices  | 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

35 

26 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

25 

18 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

TOTAL  . 

60 

44 

4 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 
_ were  found _ |  Number 


Particulars 

U) 

Found 

(2) 

|  Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  |  By 

H.M.  |  H.M. 
Insp’tr.  |  Insp’tr. 

1 

(4)  1  (5) 

of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
Instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

sexes  . 

Others  offences  (not 
including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  . 

4 

4 

- 

1  - 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


There  are  no  known  outworkers  in  the  District. 
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Bullingdon  Rural  District 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Number  of 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 
Notices  | 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

24 

56 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

84 

1 

37 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

40 

28 

TOTAL  . 

148 

121 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 

were  found  | 

Number 

Particulars 

0) 

Found 

(2) 

|  Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  | 
H.M.  | 
Insp’tr.  | 

(4) 

rred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp’tr. 

(5) 

of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  wer< 
instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  . 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

1 

defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

2 

1 

““ 

" 

sexes  . 

Others  offences  (not 
including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

TOTAL  . 

5 

4 

1 

1 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

There  are  13  known  outworkers  in  the  District,  none  of  whom 
infringes  Section  110  or  111.  Wearing  apparel  (6);  Stuffed  Toys 


Henley  Rural  District 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Number  of 


Premises 

0) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 
Notices  | 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

40 

48 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

4 

6 

2 

TOTAL  . 

44 

54 

4 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 


were  found _ |  Number 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

|  Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  |  By 

H.M.  |  H.M. 

Insp’tr.  |  Insp’tr. 

I 

(4)  1  (5) 

of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  wen 
instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

—  . 

— 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

floors  . 

.Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

sexes  . 

Others  offences  (not 
including  offences  re- 

2 

2 

2 

lating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  . 

4 

1  4 

— 

4 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


There  are  no  known  outworkers  in  the  District. 
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Ploughley  Rural  District 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


Number  of 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 
Notices  | 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

3 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ...  j 

45 

30 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

TOTAL  . 

48 

36 

2 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 
were  found 


Number 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

|  Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To 

H.M. 

Insp’tr. 

(4) 

srred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp’tr. 

(5) 

of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

3 

3 

2 

sexes  . 

Others  offences  (not 
including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Outwork) 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

3 

3 

- 

2 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 

There  are  4  known  outworkers  in  the  District,  as  follows : 
Wearing  Apparel  (2)  ;  Embroidery  (1)  ;  Soft  Toys  (1). 
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Municipal  Borough  of  Henley-on-Thames. 


(R.G.’s  Mid-year  1962  Home  Population  Estimate:  9,270). 

Public  Health  Inspector: 

D.  J.  CAMP,  M.A.P.H.L,  Council  Offices,  West  Hill  House, 
Henley-on-Thames.  Tel.:  Henley  987. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

189  (104  M  and  85  F,  of  which  7  M  and  7  F  were  illegitimate). 
LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

20.6  (E.W.  Provisional  18.0). 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (Per  cent,  of  Total  Live  Births)  : 

7.4. 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

1  F,  legitimate. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births)  : 

5.3  (E.W.  Provisional  18.1). 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS: 

190. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES: 

136  (49  M  and  87  F). 

DEATH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

10.3  (E.W.  11.9). 

PRINCIPAL  INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH: 

M  F  T 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  ...  14  30  44 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  ...  ...  9  9  18 

Diseases  of  the  heart  (81),  cancer  (17)  and  diseases  of  the 
chest  (12)  accounted  for  80.9%  of  all  deaths. 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Year)  : 

4.  (1  M  and  3  F,  all  legitimate). 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES: 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live  Births: 

21.2  (E.W.  Provisional  21.4). 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  4  Weeks,  per  1,000  Total 
Live  Births)  : 

Nil.  (E.W.  rate  15.1). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1  Week,  per 
1,000  Total  Live  Births)  : 

Nil.  (E.W.  rate  not  available). 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths  under  1  Week, 
Combined  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births)  : 

5.3  (E.W.  rate  not  available). 
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Henley-on-Thames  Municipal  Borough 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  Abortion)  : 

Number  of  Deaths :  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births :  Nil. 

(E.W.  rate  0.35). 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SUPPLY: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  water  supply  which  is  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Thames  Valley  Water  Board.  All  samples  taken 
proved  satisfactory. 

All  the  3,125  occupied  dwellings  in  the  Borough  (3,060  houses 
and  65  caravans)  have  a  piped  main  water  supply — 3,057  direct 
into  the  dwelling  and  68  to  a  standpipe  or  shared  standpipe. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL: 

During  the  year,  extension  works  to  meet  the  increasing  flow 
were  completed.  Such  is  the  growth  of  the  Borough  that  it  has 
already  been  agreed  to  commence  further  major  works  to  improve 
the  existing  system.  These  are  to  be  carried  out  in  stages  over 
a  period  of  years. 

Chemical  Closets 


Septic  Tank  ... 

Main  Sewer  ... 

HOUSING  : 

Unfortunately  the  erection  of  ten  old  peoples'  houses  on 
Watermans  Estate  was  delayed.  However,  these  houses,  plus  a 
further  thirty-six  dwellings  at  Abrahams  Estate  are  due  for  con¬ 
struction  by  the  Council. 

109  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  and 
another  126  were  under  construction. 

HOUSING  NEEDS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  : 

The  housing  list  contained  206  applicants,  many  of  these  being 
tenants  in  existing  properties  not  liable  to  action  under  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts. 

CARAVANS : 

Two  individual  caravans  were  removed  during  the  year,  and 
the  caravan  total  is  now  65. 

The  occupier  of  the  Swiss  Farm  Caravan  Site  was  persuaded  to 
construct  a  pumping  station,  and  pump  his  sewage  nearly  half  a 
mile  to  the  Council's  sewage  disposal  works.  This  plant  whilst 
costly  to  construct,  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  inadequate  pri¬ 
vate  disposal  works  previously  operating.  This  latter  gave  rise  to 
continuous  nuisance.  The  sanitary  conveniences,  showers  and 
laundry  block  were  constructed  at  the  same  time. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE  : 

The  re-development  of  the  Adwell  Square  area  was  completed. 
Several  outstanding  orders  on  individually  unfit  properties  were 
revoked,  following  the  execution  of  works  of  repair  and  improve¬ 
ment. 


60  (all  caravans  —  only 
2  without  use  of 
flushed  toilets). 

76 

2989 
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Fourteen  houses  which  formed  Greys  Road  No.s  1,  2  and  4 
Clearance  Areas  have  now  been  demolished.  Two  individually 
unfit  houses  were  also  demolished. 

RENT  ACT,  1957  : 

Little  use  is  made  of  this  Act,  and  one  application  to  revoke 
an  outstanding  certificate  of  disrepair  was  allowed. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1958  : 

No  licensed  slaughterhouse  is  operating  in  the  Borough. 

FOOD  INSPECTION  : 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 


consumption  and  surrendered 

Meat  and  Offal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119  lbs. 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70  lbs. 

Shell-fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34  lbs. 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24  lbs. 

Canned  Meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  220  lbs. 

Canned  Fruits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45  lbs. 


ICE  CREAM  : 

45  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

During  the  year  3  samples  of  ice  cream  and  3  samples  of  iced 
lollies  were  taken.  All  were  satisfactory.  Special  attention  was 
paid  to  vans  manufacturing  soft  ice  cream  but  fortunately  no 
trouble  has  so  far  been  experienced. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  : 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors  with  dairy  premises 

within  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  : 


Butchers  shops  ... 

.  11 

Visits 

36 

Bakehouses 

.  5 

21 

Confectioners 

.  7 

14 

Grocers  ... 

.  22 

48 

Fish  Shops  (wet  and  fried)  ... 

.  4 

18 

Greengrocers 

.  7 

9 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Hotels  ... 

.  25 

62 

General  Stores 

.  24 

15 

Licensed  Premises 

.  43 

22 

Dairies 

6 

6 

The  necessary  action  was  taken 

where  contraventions  were 

discovered,  and  the  Traders  were  generally  co-operative  in  recti¬ 
fying  any  matters  drawn  to  their  attention.  The  shortcoming 
which  was  most  frequently  pointed  out  to  the  staff,  was  the  failure 
to  protect  open  foodstuffs  on  display. 
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Henley-on-Thames  Municipal  Borough 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS : 


Nil. 


TUBERCULOSIS  : 


New  cases:  1  M,  2  F  (all  pulmonary),  1  F  subsequently  trans¬ 
ferred  out. 

Transfer  in:  1  F  (Pulmonary). 

Transfer  out:  1  F,  see  above  under  New  cases. 


DISINFESTATION. 

RATS  AND  MICE  : 

Premises  inspected 

Rat  infestation  : 

Major  . 

Minor 

Mouse  infestation  : 

Major 

Minor 

No.  of  infested  premises  treated  by  L.A. 


558 

1 

65 


28 

4 


Further  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
It  is  hoped  that  time  can  be  found  to  pay  more  attention  to  this 
aspect  of  Public  Health  Work. 

Advice  on  repairs  and  rat  proofing  measures  is  given  to  oc¬ 
cupiers  but  treatment  is  done  privately  as  the  Council  still  do  not 
undertake  this  service. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  : 

Following  the  decision  to  introduce  a  pilot  scheme  to  study  the 
working  of  the  paper  sack  system,  it  was  encouraging  to  find 
several  developers  willing  to  use  this  system  on  their  estates.  With 
their  help,  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future,  a  worthwhile  scheme 
will  be  in  operation. 

SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1962. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  (INCLUDING  RE-VISITS), 
(a)  HOUSE  INSPECTION  : 


Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

.  166 

Under  the  Housing  Acts 

.  53 

Improvement  Grants  ... 

.  148 

Building  Byelaws 

.  845 

Informal  Notices  served 

.  4  7 

Informal  Notices  complied  with 

.  42 

Statutory  Notices  served 

— 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ... 

...  ...  ...  — 

Henley-on-Thames  Municipal  Borough 
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(b)  GENERAL  SANITATION  : 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Piggeries  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pet  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  FOOD  PREMISES  : 

Butchers  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Fish  Shops  (wet  and  fried)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ice  Cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Visits  to  food  premises  re:  unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  29 

(d)  RENT  ACT,  1957: 

Visits  re:  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(e)  SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  &  NUISANCES  ABATED: 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Water  Closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

General  Disrepair  items  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dwellings  improved  by  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Contravention  in  food  premises  remedied  ...  ...  32 
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Bicester  Urban  District. 


(R.G’s.  Mid-year  1962  Home  Population  Estimate:  6,240). 

Public  Health  Inspector : 

G.  CARLINE,  M.I.P.H.E.,  M.R.S.H. 

Council  House,  The  Garth,  Bicester.  Telephone:  Bicester  90/91. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

161  (90  M  and  71  F,  of  which  5  M  and  5  F  were  illegitimate). 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

22.4  (E.W.  Provisional  18.0). 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (Per  Cent,  of  Total  Live  Births) : 

6.2  (E.W.  rate  not  available). 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

3  M  (all  legitimate). 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births)  : 

18.3  (E.W.  Provisional  18.1). 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  : 

164. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES : 

36  (22  M  and  14  F). 

DEATH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

7.4  (E.W.  11.9). 

PRINCIPAL  INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  : 

M  F  T 

Coronary  Disease  ...  ...  ...  6  5  11 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus  ...  3  0  3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  3  0  3 

Disease  of  the  heart  (15)  and  cancer  (6),  of  which  half  were 
Lung  Cancer,  accounted  for  almost  60%  of  the  total  deaths. 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Year)  : 

2M,  1  F  (all  legitimate). 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Under  One  Month)  : 

1  M  (legitimate). 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  Live  Births)  : 

6.2  (E.W.  Provisional  15.1). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Under  1  Week)  : 

1  M  (legitimate). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  Live  Births)  : 

6.2  (E.W.  rate  not  available). 

PERINATAL  DEATHS  (Combined  Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1  Week)  : 

4  M  (all  legitimate). 


Bicester  Urban  District 
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PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births)  : 

24.9  (No  E.W.  rate  available  for  Early  Neonatal  or  Perinatal 
Deaths). 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  Abortion) : 

Number  of  Deaths  :  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births:  Nil. 

(E.W.  rate  0.35). 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  demand  for  water  continues  to  increase  and  the  consump¬ 
tion  per  head  slowly  rises  year  by  year.  The  present  hgure  for 
all  purposes  (mid  June)  is  37  gallons  per  head. 

86  new  connections  to  the  main  were  made  during  the  year. 

28  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  of  which  7 
were  unsatisfactory  but  followed  by  satisfactory  samples. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  install  a  chlorination  plant  in  the 
Buckingham  Road  supply  which  is  owned  by  the  British  Railways 
and  negotiations  are  in  progress. 

To  meet  increased  demand  at  the  R.A.F.  Station  Bicester  the 
bulk  supply  from  that  source  has  now  been  terminated. 

There  are  still  6  wells  in  the  Urban  Council  District.  11 
standpipes  serve  29  houses,  the  remainder  of  the  properties  in  the 
town  having  interior  supplies. 

A  re-organisation  and  supplementation  of  the  distribution 
system  is  being  considered  to  take  water  to  the  proposed  new 
development  areas  on  the  perimeter  of  the  town. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  steady  increase  in  the  growth  of  the  town,  coupled  with 
the  problem  of  surface  water  infiltration  and  the  storm  water  con¬ 
nections  to  the  foul  sewers  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  continues 
to  overload  the  works.  While  samples  of  the  final  effluent  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  satisfactory  it  is  essential  that  the  enlargement  of  the 
works  and  the  relaying  of  some  of  the  older  sewers  proceeds  with 
all  possible  speed. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  public  conveniences  in  the  town  continue  to  provide  this 
necessary  service,  although  the  vandalism  which  occurs  from  time 
to  time  is  difficult  to  understand  and  the  repairs  are  expensive  in 
time  and  money. 

SWIMMING  POOL. 

Last  summer  was  not  too  good  so  far  as  the  weather  was 
concerned  and  attendance  numbers  were  again  down. 

The  bath,  although  more  than  30  years  old,  continues  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  satisfactory  service  particularly  for  the  young.  The 
Council  have  again  carried  out  minor  improvements,  but  the  cost 
of  such  works,  coupled  with  the  expense  of  the  frost  damage  and 
general  repairs  on  a  pool  which  is  reaching  the  end  of  its  useful 
life,  seems  to  indicate  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  serious 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a  new  pool. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  operation  of  a  weekly  collection  continues  satisfactorily 
in  spite  of  difficulties  from  time  to  time  in  recruiting  and  maintain¬ 
ing  a  suitable  labour  force  in  these  days  of  competition  for  the 
available  personnel. 

PARKS  &  OPEN  SPACES. 

The  Garth  Park  continues  to  be  a  place  of  great  beauty  and 
relative  peace  for  those  of  the  townspeople  who  have  the  time 
and  inclination  to  enjoy  such  pleasures.  Parallel  and  horizontal 
bars  have  been  installed  in  the  Garth  Playing  Field  and  further 
enquipment  purchased  for  the  smaller  children. 

HOUSING  —  Council. 

74  Houses  for  letting  to  War  Department  nominees  were  com¬ 
pleted. 

6  Old  person  one-bedroomed  bungalows  were  completed. 

311  Houses  for  the  War  Department  are  under  construction. 

7  Old  person  two-bedroomed  bungalows  are  to  be  erected. 

Permission  has  been  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  to  build  another  30  houses  for  general 
needs. 

Private. 

102  Houses  have  been  completed. 

59  Houses  are  under  construction. 

Improvement  Grants. 

5  Improvement  grants  were  approved  during  the  year. 

Housing  List. 

There  are  150  applications  on  the  housing  list. 

Caravans. 

6  Occupied  caravans  are  stationed  within  the  Urban  boundary. 
INSPECTIONS  MADE:  NOTICES  SERVED. 

Inspections : 

Under  Public  Health  Acts  1936/61  ...  ...  ...  187 

Under  Housing  Acts  1936/61  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

Notices  Informal: 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

1,100  Housing  repairs  notices  were  issued  in  respect  of  Council 
houses.  These  figures  are  inflated  by  the  large  number  of  frost 
damage  repairs  caused  by  the  severe  winter  weather. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

SLAUGHTERING  FACILITIES. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  town  and  all 
have  had  extensive  repairs  and  improvements  carried  out  to  bring 
them  up  to  the  standards  required  by  the  Slaughterhouses  Act, 
1958.  There  is  also  one  Knackers  Yard  within  the  Urban  area. 

The  system  whereby  the  local  farmers  send  their  first  quality 
animals  to  the  Bicester  Market,  where  they  are  auctioned,  bought 
by  the  local  butchers  to  be  killed  in  slaughterhouses  not  more  than 
300  yards  from  the  market,  is  a  reasonable  scheme. 
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MEAT  INSPECTIONS. 
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Number  killed  . 

281 

1 

1 

47 

1,849 

1,142 

3,319 

Number  Inspected  . 

281 

1 

1 

47 

1,849 

1,142 

3,319 

All  diseiases  except  T.B.  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

1 

1 

part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

21 

1 

1 

— 

42 

52 

115 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 
and  cysticerci  . 

7.5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2.3 

4.6 

3.5 

T.B  Only: 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  condemned 

_ 

1 

1 

i 

_ 

— 

18 

18 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

T  B 

I 

1 

I 

1  - 

_ 

_ 

1.6 

0.5 

Cysticesrcosis  . 

— 

l 

1  ~ 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

FOOD  INSPECTED 

&  CONDEMNED  (Other  than  in  Slaughterhouses). 

Meat:  Beef 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68  lbs . 

Pork 

41  lbs 

•  »  •  •••  •  o  •  •••  •••  *oo  1  A  1  V-'  ® 

Fish 

•••  9  9  9  9  9  9  1  ^  S  9 

Canned  Goods : 

Meat 

15  tins 

Fruit 

•  •••  •••  •••  1  ^  1 1 n s 

Miscellaneous 

9  tins 

•  ••  •••  •••  •••  9  9  9  y  tlilu 

Sweets 

•  •••  II3 s * 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955. 


|  No.  in 
j  Bicester. 

1 

I 

1 

1 

No.  of 
Visits 
Made. 

No.  of 
Defects 
under 
Regs, 
discovered 

No.  of 
Notices 
Issued. 

No.  of 
Defects 
Remedied 
or 

Improved. 

1 

Licensed  | 

Premises  ...  j  21 

t 

Restaurants  and  | 

Cafes  .  j  7 

i 

10 

1 

1 

11 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Food  Shops,  | 

Grocers  and  j 

Greengrocers  |  25 

i 

19 

3 

3 

Bakeries  .  j  3 

6 

4 

— 

4 

Dairies  .  |  4 

1 

4 

— 

- 

— 

1 

School  canteens  j 
and  kitchens  j  3 

1 

Factory- 

Canteens  ...  1  2 

2 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

TOTALS .  |  65 

1 

53 

9 

— 

9 

ICE  CREAM. 

22  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Nil. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases:  1  M  (Pulmonary). 

Transfers  in:  1  M  and  6  F  (all  pulmonary),  1  F  subsequently 
transferred  out. 

Transfer  out:  1  F,  see  above. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

A  full  return  is  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisher 
ies.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  it: — 


L.A. 

Properties  in  town  ...  24 

Properties  inspected: 

(a)  Notification  ...  - 

(b)  Survey  under  Act  2 


1  D. 

2  B. 

T. 

Agricul 

ture 

1,750 

350 

2,124 

6 

23 

6 

29 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1  Domestic.  2  Business 
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Properties  Infested : 

L.A. 

1  D. 

2  B. 

T. 

Agricul¬ 

(a)  Rats 

2 

22 

6 

30 

ture 

(b)  Mice 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Properties  Treated  ... 

2 

23 

6 

31 

— 

Total  Treatments  ... 

2 

23 

6 

31 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  WORK 
DURING  1962. 

No.  of  different  premises  visited  (including  Council 

Houses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,307 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,640 

No.  of  complaints  received  (including  Council  Houses)  1,100 

No.  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  1,160 


1  Domestic.  2  Business. 
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Thame  Urban  District. 


(R.G.’s  Mid-year  1962  Home  Population  Estimate:  4,500). 


Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  C.  SMITH,  M.R.S.H.,  M.S.P.H.I., 
Town  Hall,  Thame.  Tel.:  Thame  111. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

107  (55  M  and  52  F,  of  which  2  M  were  illegitimate). 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

22.8  (E.W.  Provisional  18.0). 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (Per  Cent,  of  Total  Live  Births)  : 

1.9. 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

1  F  (legitimate). 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births)  : 

9.3  (E.W.  Provisional  18.1). 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  : 

108. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES : 

56  (32  M  and  24  F). 

DEATH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

10.6  (E.W.  11.9). 

PRINCIPAL  INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  : 

M  F  T 

Coronary  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  3  11 

‘‘Stroke”  .  4  4  8 

Diseases  of  the  heart  (24),  cancer  (13)  and  chest  diseases  (6) 
accounted  for  76.8%  of  all  deaths.  3  out  of  8  male  cancer  deaths 
were  from  Lung  Cancer. 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Year)  : 

1  M  and  1  F  (both  legitimate). 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  live  births)  : 

18.7  (E.W.  Provisional  21.4). 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Month)  : 

1  M  and  1  F  (both  legitimate). 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  live  births) : 

18.7  (E.W.  Provisional  15.1). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Week) : 

1  M  and  1  F  (both  legitimate). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  Live  births) : 

18.7  (E.W.  rate  not  available). 
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PERINATAL  DEATHS  (Combined  Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1  Week)  : 
1  M  and  2  F  (all  legitimate). 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  : 
27.8  (Mo  E.W. rates  available  for  Early  Neonatal  or  Perinatal 
mortality). 

MATERNAL  DEATPIS  : 

Nil.  (E.W.  rate  0.35  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  births). 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  consumption  of  water  is  approximately  195,000  gallons  per 
day,  which  is  an  increase  of  14,000  gallons  per  day  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  average  daily  consumption  is  43  gallons  per  head 
per  day  for  industrial  and  domestic  use.  During  the  year  11 
samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Inhabited  dwellings  (1,402  houses,  26  caravans) 
Piped  supply  into  houses,  etc. 

Shared  or  standpipe  supplies 
Wells 


1,428 

1,390 

26 

4 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Pail  closets 

To  cesspool  or  septic  tank 
To  main  sewer  ... 


20 

67 


HOUSING. 

No  houses  were  constructed  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

110  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year. 


PIOUSING  LIST. 

There  were  63  applications  outstanding  at  31.12.62. 


CARAVANS. 

26  Caravans  were  licensed  during  the  year. 

INSPECTIONS  MADE,  NOTICES  SERVED  AND  ORDERS  MADE. 
Inspections — 

Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Under  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  .  19 

Notices  served  (informal) — 

Public  Health  Act .  23 

Housing  Act  . .  ...  2 

Orders  made  . .  ...  Nil 


NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  ACCORDING  TO  TYPE  OF 


BUSINESS. 
Butchers  Shops 
Dairies 
Restaurants 
Public  Houses  . 
General  Stores  . 
Grocers 


5 

9 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •>  -s 

.  6 

.  15 

.  12 

.  7 
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NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECT.  16, 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  .  24 

NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  : 

27. 

CONDEMNED  MEAT. 

Disposed  of  by  incineration,  and  to  approved  contractors. 

No  other  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year. 

ICE  CREAM  TREATMENT,  Etc.  Reg.  1947-52. 

No  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year.  There  are  no 
manufacturers  in  the  district. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS. 

128  visits  have  been  made  to  shops  and  market  stalls  during 
the  year  and,  where  applicable,  suggestions  have  been  made  to 
improve  premises  and  food  handling,  to  conform  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  No  prosecutions  were  made. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 


OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS: 

M 

F 

T 

Measles 

60 

49 

109 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

T  o  •••  •••  ••• 

60 

50 

110 

TUBERCULOSIS: 

New  cases:  3  M  and  2  F  (all  pulmonary). 

Transfers  in  :  2  M  and  1  F  (all  pulmonary). 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949-53. 

Registered  Distributors  with  Dairy  premises  in  the  Town — 2. 
Dealers’  Licences  for  T.T.  Milk — 4. 

Dealers’  Licences  for  Pasteurised  Milk — 4. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

6,169 

476 

90 

10,038 

11,718 

28,491 

Number  inspected  . 

6,169 

476 

90 

10,038 

11,718 

28,491 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

19 

6 

25 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

33 

11 

— 

— • 

— 

49 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

0.60 

2.30 

0.19 

0.51 

0.26 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

...... . 

-- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Generalized  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  . 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

RODENT  CONTROL  YEAR  ENDING  1962. 


Number  of  inspections  carried  out, 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

Other 

Premises 

Total 

including  re-inspections 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be 

30 

4 

34 

infested  . 

30 

4 

34 

Number  of  properties  treated 
Number  of  treatments  including 

30 

4 

34 

re-treatments  ... 

43 

4 

47 
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Thame  Urban  District 


SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S 

WORK  DURING  1962. 

Number  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  293 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  371 

Number  of  complaints  received  (including  Council  Houses)  467 
Number  of  defects  and  nuisances  detected  ...  ...  ...  404 

Number  of  notices  served  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Number  of  notices  served  (statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  532 

Dairies  inspected,  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Unclean  houses,  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowded  houses,  visits  .  ...  ...  ...  2 

Polluted  ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  (bacteriological)  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  water  mains  ...  ...  ...  89 

Building  inspections  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  704 


Bullingdon  Rural  District. 
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(R.G.’s  Mid-year  1962  Home  Population  Estimate:  42,910). 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

K.  T.  JOLLEY,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.M.I.P.H.E. 


Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

F.  A.  FAWCETT,  D.P.A.  (Oxon). 

Additional  Public  Plealth  Inspector:  G.  F.  TASKER. 
Council  Offices,  76  Banbury  Road,  Oxford.  Tel. :  Oxford  59227. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

966  (488  M  and  478  F,  of  which  24  and  23  respectively  were  il¬ 
legitimate). 

LIVE  BIRTPI  RATE  per  1,000  Home  Population  (Corrected)  : 

21.8  (E.W.  Provisional  18.0). 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (Per  Cent,  of  Total  Live  Births)  : 

4.9. 


STILL  BIRTHS: 

12  (6  M  and  6  F,  of  which  1  F  was  illegitimate). 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births)  : 
12.3  (E.W.  Provisional  18.1). 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS: 

978. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES: 

407  (216  M  and  191  F). 


DEATH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 
11.1  (E.W.  Provisional  11.9). 


PRINCIPAL  INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH: 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 
Pneumonia  . 


M 

F 

T 

49 

32 

81 

14 

31 

45 

12 

19 

31 

Diseases  of  the  heart  (181),  cancer  (66)  and  chest  diseases  (49) 
accounted  for  72.7%  of  all  deaths.  More  than  4  out  of  every  10 
male  cancer  deaths  were  from  Lung  Cancer. 


INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Year)  : 

16  such  deaths  occurred,  13  M  and  3  F,  all  in  legitimately  born 
children. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  : 
16.6  (E.W.  Provisional  21.4). 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Month)  : 

13  (10  M  and  3  F,  all  of  which  were  legitimate). 
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NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1  Month,  per  1,000  Live 
Births)  : 

13.5  (E.W.  Provisional  15.1). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATHS :  as  for  NEONATAL  DEATHS. 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1  Week,  per 
1,000  Live  Births);  as  for  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE: 
(E.W.  rate  not  available). 

PERINATAL  DEATHS  (Combined  Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1  Week)  : 
25  (16  M  and  9  F,  of  which  1  F  Still  Birth  was  illegitimate). 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATES  (Combined  Still  Births  and  Deaths 
under  1  Week|  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births)  : 

Total  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  births,  25.5. 

Legitimate  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  and  Still  births,  25.8. 
Illegitimate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  and  Still  births,  20.8. 
No  E.  W.  hgures  are  available  for  perinatal  mortality  rates. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  Abortion)  : 

Number  of  Deaths :  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  births  :Nil. 

E.W.  rate :  0.35. 

REVISION  OF  PARISHES. 

By  Order,  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  a  new  Parish  of  Cuddesdon  and  Denton  was  formed 
on  1st  April,  1962  (from  the  old  separate  parishes  of  Cuddesdon 
and  Denton)  with  two  wards :  one  of  Cuddesdon  and  the  other  of 
Denton. 

An  Order  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister,  for  confirmation, 
to  form  a  new  Parish  of  Berinsheld  now  part  of  the  Parish  of 
Dorchester-on-Thames. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  tower  at  Toot  Baldon,  part  of  the  Main  Water 
Scheme,  Stage  2,  has  been  erected.  Supporting  columns  to  the 
water  tower  at  Berinsheld  have  been  constructed  and  the  shutter¬ 
ing  for  the  ring  bearing  is  proceeding;  work  is  also  proceeding  in 
the  construction  of  the  pumping  stations  and  meter  house. 

The  laying  of  the  9in.  diameter  surface  water  outfall  and  12in. 
pumping  main,  and  installation  of  water  treatment  plant  at  the 
Atomic  Energy  Research  Station,  Culham,  has  been  completed. 
The  Water  Works  buildings  are  almost  finished. 

750  yards  of  2in.  polythene  water  main  has  been  laid  at  Cud¬ 
desdon,  from  the  reservoir  to  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate,  to  im¬ 
plement  the  supply  in  this  village,  since  the  proposals  of  Oxford 
City  Council  to  repair  and  replace  defective  mains  were  abandoned. 

Work  has  been  started  on  the  laying  of  a  3  in.  diameter  link 
main  between  Towersey  and  Thame  to  afford  relief  to  the  Urban 
District  Supply ;  and  it  is  proposed,  at  a  later  date,  to  lay  a  6in. 
main  from  Milton  Common  to  connect  with  the  Thame  System  at 
Moreton. 


Bullingdon  Rural  District 


49 


Approximately  300  yards  of  3in.  water  main  has  been  laid  to 
serve  Home  Farm  Estate,  Chalgrove ;  and  a  number  of  other  exten¬ 
sions  have  been  made  to  serve  similar  smaller  developments  in  the 
district. 


The  Council  has  agreed,  in  principle,  to  supply  water  to  The 
Mansion  and  other  properties  on  the  Nuneham  Courtenay  Estate 
of  Oxford  University  . 


The  following  additional  houses  were  connected  to  the 

mains 

during  the  year : — 

*  Aston  Rowant  . 

.  ...  10 

f  Marston  . 

...  14 

t  Beckley  &  Stowood 

.  4 

*  Newington  . 

...  1 

Benson  . 

.  ...  14 

*  Pyrton  . 

...  1 

*  Brightwell  Baldwin 

.  8 

t  Risinghurst  &  Sandhills 

...  3 

*  Britwell  Salome  ...  . 

.  ...  2 

t  Sandford--on-Thames 

...  1 

*  Chalgrove  . 

.  28 

*  Stadhampton  . 

...  7 

*  Chinnor  . 

.  54 

t  Stanton  St.  John  . 

...  5 

*  Clifton  Hampden  ...  . 

.  1 

*  Sydenham  . 

...  2 

*  Cuddesdon  &  Denton 

.  4 

*  Tetsworth  . 

...  4 

*  Culham  . 

.  4 

*  Toot  Baldon  . 

...  2 

*  Dorchester-on-Thames 

...  18 

*  Towersey  . 

...  1 

*  Drayton  St.  Leonard 

.  3 

*  Warborough  . 

...  24 

f  Forest  Hill  with  Shotover  ...  8 

*  Waterperry  . 

...  1 

*  Garsington  . 

.  7 

*  Waterstock  . 

...  1 

*  Great  Haseley  . 

.  9 

*  Watlington  . 

...  35 

t  Horspath  . 

.  45 

f  Wheatley  . 

...  49 

*  Lewknor  . 

.  3 

*  Little  Milton . 

.  2 

— 

t  Littemore  . 

.  37 

Total  . 

...  419 

*  Marsh  Baldon  . 

.  7 

— 

This  includes  100  old  properties 

Suppliers : 

*  Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

f  Oxford  Corporation. 

tl  Thames  Valley  Water  Board. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  are 

the  samples 

taken  from  non-piped  sources 

with  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  in  brackets : — 

Chalgrove 

2  (2) 

Forest  Hill  with  Shotover 

1  (1) 

Culham 

4  (4) 

Great  Milton 

3  (3) 

Cuxham  with  Easington 

1  (1) 

Littlemore 

3  (0) 

Drayton  St.  Leonard 

1  (0) 

Nuneham  Courtenay 

1  (1) 

Ewelme 

21  (21) 

Warborough 

1  (1) 

Watlington 

3  (3) 

88%  of  the  foregoing  samples  were  contaminated  (80%  grossly 
so).  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  many  of  the 
samples  were  taken  to  demonstrate  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  water  concerned,  and  were  not  random  samples. 

All  samples  from  Ewelme  were  taken  from  the  watercress 
beds,  on  behalf  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  Oxford  for 
the  purposes  of  research. 
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The  following  are  samples  taken  from  main  piped  water 
supplies : — 


Beckley  &  Stowood 

3  (3) 

Dorchester-on-Thames 

2  (0) 

Chalgrove 

2  (0) 

Lewknor 

2  (0) 

Chinnor 

2  (0) 

Little  Milton 

2  (1) 

Clifton  Hampden 

1  (0) 

Towersey 

1  (0) 

Cuddesdon 

7  (2) 

Watlington 

4  (1) 

This  gives  27%  of  samples  potentially  dangerous  to  health. 
The  samples  from  Beckley  were  taken  from  a  small  private  piped 
supply  which  is  not  used  for  human  consumption.  The  remaining 
samples  are  from  public  mains  (some  new  mains) ;  those  from 
Cuddesdon,  Little  Milton  and  Watlington  were  followed  by  satis¬ 
factory  samples. 

CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  main  piped  supplies  : 
Dorchester  (2),  Lewknor  (1)  and  Towersey  (1).  There  is  no 
indication  that  the  supplies  from  the  two  boreholes  at  Dorchester 
would  be  plumbo  solvent.  They  were  discovered,  however,  to  have 
fluoride  contents  of  0.55  p.p.m.  and  1  p.p.m.  respectively  (See  p.  22). 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

191  new  connections  were  made  during  the  year;  45  of  these 
were  to  old  properties. 

The  laying  of  5,420  yards  of  6in.  diameter  sewer,  construction 
of  manholes,  and  provision  of  drain  laterals,  in  the  Dorchester-on- 
Thames  sewerage  scheme  was  completed  during  the  year.  About 
80%  of  the  work  of  constructing  the  sewage  disposal  works  has 
been  done. 

To  overcome  surcharging  of  the  sewer  in  Cuxham  Road,  Wat- 
lington,  945  yards — out  of  1,297  yards — of  12in.  diameter  relief 
sewer  has  been  laid. 

Of  the  proposed  1,232  yards  of  relief  sewer  at  Wheatley,  500 
yards  has  been  laid  and  tested;  400  yards  of  sewer  to  serve 
property  at  Ladder  Hill,  Wheatley,  has  been  completed;  and  work 
on  the  sewerage  scheme  at  Holton,  to  connect  up  with  the  Wheat- 
ley  system,  has  commenced. 

The  construction  of  the  sewerage  system  to  serve  property 
at  the  top  of  Gidley  Hill,  Horspath,  has  been  completed  and  the 
laying  of  lateral  drains  is  in  progress. 

Oxford  City  Council  have  laid  a  sewer  at  Old  Marston  to 
afford  relief  to  the  existing  surface  water  sewers  which  became 
surcharged;  and  the  existing  sewers  have  been  cleansed  of  silt. 

Except  for  700  yards  of  4in.  diameter  pumping  main,  the 
sewerage  system  to  serve  Garsington — approximately  6,000  yards 
of  sewer — is  complete.  Work  on  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  is 
in  progress. 

Approximately  1,120  yards,  out  of  2,360  yards,  of  6in.  diameter 
sewer  in  the  Tetsworth  Sewerage  Scheme  has  been  laid.  Construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  commenced. 

A  tender  has  been  accepted  and  submitted  for  Ministerial 
Approval  for  the  first  stage  of  the  Little  Milton  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  which  is  to  serve  the  Council  Housing 
Estate. 

Ministerial  approval  is  awaited  for  the  proposed  sewer  exten¬ 
sion  to  serve  properties  in  Bayswater  Road,  Headington,  in  the 
Parish  of  Stanton  St.  John. 

Preliminary  Schemes  for  serving  Stanton  St.  John  and  Wood- 
eaton  are  being  prepared. 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  adopt  the  private  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Aston  Park  Housing  Estate,  Aston  Rowant. 

During  the  year  the  Council  has  provided  a  cesspool  emptying 
service. 
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HOUSING 

During  1962,  20  hou  ses  to  let  and  18  houses  for  sale  were 
erected  by  the  Council. 

4  Old-persons,  one-bedroom  bungalows,  for  letting  at  Benson. 
4  Old-persons,  one-bedroom  bungalows,  for  letting  and 
6  three-bedroom  houses  for  sale  at  Chinnor. 

6  Maisonettes  (over  shops)  for  letting  at  Berinsfield. 

2  Old-persons  one-bedroom  bungalows  for  letting  at  Little- 
more. 

4  Old-persons  one-bedroom  bungalows  for  letting  and 
12  Three-bedroom  houses  for  sale  at  Watlington. 

268  private  enterprise  houses  were  built  as  follows  :  Wheatley 
(37)  ;  Littlemore  (36)  ;  Chinnor  (33) ;  Horspath  (29)  ;  Chalgrove 
(26);  Watlington  (17);  Warborough  (13)  ;Marston  (11);  Benson 
(10)  ;  Garsington  (6)  ;  Forest  Hill,  Great  Haseley  and  Stadhampton 
(5  each)  ;  Aston  Rowant,  Marsh  Baldon,  and  Risinghurst  and 
Sandhills  (4  each)  ;  Dorchester-on-Thames  and  Ewelme  (3  each)  ; 
Beckley,  Brightwell  Baldwin,  Cuddesdon  &  Denton,  Great  Milton, 
and  Stanton  St.  John  (2  each)  ;  and  Clifton  Hampden,  Holton, 
Sandford-on-Thames,  Sydenham,  Tetsworth,  Towersey,  and  Water- 
perry  (one  each). 

No  houses  or  flats  were  erected  by  Oxford  Corporation  in  the 
Rural  District,  during  the  year  . 

SUB-STANDARD  HOUSING. 

The  Oxford  Corporation  still  administer  79  huts  at  The  Slade 
Park,  Headington  (Horspath  Parish). 

CARAVANS.  (See  also  p.p.  9-13). 

At  31st  December  1962,  the  Council  had  licensed  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  163  sites  in 
their  District,  accommodating  1,020  caravans,  including  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  own  site  at  Old  Marston  accommodating  62  vans.  Approxi¬ 
mately  927  vans  were  stationed  on  these  sites. 

36  caravans  stationed  at  Burnt  Mill  Caravan  Park,  Old  Mar¬ 
ston — an  unlicensed  site — at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  were  cleared 
by  transfer  to  Council  nominated  sites. 

A  number  of  caravans  are  sited  at  Benson  R.A.F.  Station  but 
these  are  used  by  Service  Personnel  only. 

A  caravan  club  approved  site  at  Sandford  and  a  Caravan  Tour¬ 
ists’  Association  approved  site  at  Watlington  have  been  granted 
exemption  certificates  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  each  to  accommodate  not  more  than  5  caravans. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

There  are  no  known  moveable  dwellings  within  the  district, 
which  are  subject  to  licensing  under  S.269  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

DEMAND  FOR  HOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  707  applications  for  Council 
Houses  outstanding.  It  is  estimated  that  472  houses  are  required 
to  replace  unfit  houses,  to  abate  over-crowding,  to  re-house  fami¬ 
lies  living  in  caravans,  and  to  meet  the  demand  for  housing  a  grow¬ 
ing  population. 
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HOUSING  ACTS  1949-1961 
IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

In  1962  the  following  applications  for  grants  were  dealt  with: 


Standard 

Discretionary 

Grants 

Grants 

Received 

25 

81 

Approved  ... 

23 

71 

Rejected  or  withdrawn  ... 

— 

6 

Under  consideration 

2 

4 

25 

81 

Amount  of  grants  approved 

£2,650 

£18,610 

Paid  for  works  satisfactorily 

completed 

£840 

£13,156 

(Including  back-log  of 
previous  years). 

RENT  ACT, 

1957. 

owner  of  one  house  in  the 

Parish  of 

Risinghurst  and 

Sandhills  has  given  a  Statutory  Undertaking  to  Repair  to  the 
occupier  after  application  had  been  made  for  a  Certificate  of  Dis¬ 
repair. 


HOUSE  PURCHASE  ADVANCES. 

The  Council  has  given  assistance  towards  the  purchase  of 
housing  accommodation  to  57  applicants. 


HOUSING  ACT  1957  —  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

HOUSES  DEALT  WITH  IN  YEAR  1962— FORMAL  ACTION. 

Demolition  Orders  Sealed: — 

Benson  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Britwell  Salome  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chalgrove  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Garsington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Great  Milton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lewknor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Marston  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Newington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses,  subject  to  Demolition  Orders,  which  were  demolished: 
Aston  Rowant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dorchester-on-Thames  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Littlemore  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Towersey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Watlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses,  subject  to  Demolition  Orders,  which  were  made  fit 
for  human  habitation  : — 

Benson  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Stadhampton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Watlington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Closing  Orders  sealed  : — 

Benson  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  5 

Waterperry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Houses,  subject  to  Closing  Orders,  which  were  made  ht  for 
human  habitation  : — 

Dorchester-on-Thames  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Undertakings  given  by  owners  and  accepted  by  Council  to 
repair  houses  within  specified  periods : — 

Benson  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  3 

Little  Milton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Toot  Baldon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Watlington  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Houses  subject  to  undertaking  given  by  owner  to  repair  and 
made  ht  for  human  habitation : — 

Garsington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Littlemore  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  1 


HOUSES  DEALT  WITH  IN  THE  YEAR  1962— INFORMAL  ACTION 
Houses  demolished : — 

Chinnor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Littlemore  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  rendered  ht  or  improved,  under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  264 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936-1961— UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Defects  in  houses  remedied 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  6 

(b)  By  Council  ...  .  .  1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1958— SECTION  50 
The  Council  were  not  called  upon  to  arrange  for  burials  under 
this  Section  of  the  Act. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949. 

An  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  under  this  Act  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December  1962,  shows  that  1,764  properties 
were  inspected,  366  in  response  to  complaints  received,  and  851 
re-inspections  were  made. 

926  of  these  properties  were  found  to  be  infested  by  rats,  and 
3  by  mice,  all  of  which  were  treated,  including  469  re-treatments. 
137  “block”  control  schemes  were  carried  out. 

Formal  action  was  taken  for  the  treatment  of  one  farm  heavily 
infested  with  rats. 


SHOPS  ACT  1950. 

157  premises  were  visited  and  inspected  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  facilities  provided  in  shops  for  lighting,  wash¬ 
ing  and  eating. 

Proper  washing  facilities  were  provided  in  seven  shops  after 
service  of  informal  notices.  No  formal  notices  were  served. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960. 

Complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  Brook  Street, 
Benson,  of  noise  emitted  by  a  warning  device  fitted  to  the  tele¬ 
phone  by  the  G.P.O.  at  a  Knacker’s  Yard.  Since  this  was  a  device 
used  in  the  daytime  only,  a  usual  fitting  for  premises  of  this  char¬ 
acter,  no  action  was  taken. 

Two  nuisances,  one  from  barking  dogs  and  the  other  of  paint 
spraying  and  noise  emitted  from  a  factory,  at  Dorchester  on 
Thames  were  investigated.  The  Council  took  no  action  on  the 
former,  and  referred  the  latter  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

A  nuisance  of  noise  caused  by  a  chain  saw  operated  in  a 
logging  business  at  Tetsworth  was  abated  when  this  business  was 
discontinued. 

A  complaint  was  made  of  noise  from  generators  on  the  Radar 
Site  at  Christmas  Common.  It  was  expected  that  this  noise  would 
be  greatly  diminished  when  the  Southern  Electricity  Board  had 
laid  power  cables  to  the  site  and  the  use  of  the  diesel  engines  to 
run  the  generators  had  been  abandoned. 

BETTING  AND  GAMING  ACT  1960 

Premises  at  Littlemore  to  be  used  as  a  Betting  Office  were 
inspected  and  found  to  satisfy  Public  Health  requirements. 


LICENSING  ACT  1961  S.29. 

Inspections  were  made  of  premises — three  at  Culham,  two  at 
Littlemore,  and  one  each  at  Horspath,  Risinghurst  and  Wheatley — 
the  subject  of  applications  to  the  Justices  for  use  as  Clubs,  and 
they  were  all  found  to  satisfy  Public  Health  requirements. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936  Ss.  75  &  76. 

(Placing  of  litter  bins  in  streets  and  provision  of 
dustbins  by  householders). 

The  department  provided  the  following  new  litter  bins  in 
Parishes,  in  response  to  the  requests  of  Parish  Councils  : — 


Benson  ...  ...  ...  1 

Berinsfield  ...  ...  12 

Culham  ...  ...  3 

Drayton  St.  Leonard  ...  3 

Ewelme  ...  ...  1 


Littlemore  ...  ...  3 

Marsh  Baldon  ...  ...  1 

Marston  ...  ...  7 

Risinghurst  &  Sandhills  2 
Watlington  ...  ...  7 


Bins  were  replaced  or  repaired 
Dorchester  on  Thames  5 

Ewelme  ...  •••  3 

Forest  Hill  ...  ...  2 

Littlemore  ...  ...  3 

Risinghurst  &  Sandhills  1 


at : — 

Sandford  on  Thames  ... 
Stanton  St.  John 
Tetsworth 
Wheatley 


2 

2 

1 

5 


A  few  householders  were  requested  to  replace  dustbins  which 
were  found  defective  or  provide  them  in  place  of  other  unsuitable 
containers. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  IN 

THE  AREA : 

Grocers  and  provision  merchants,  and 

general  mixed 

112 

food  shops  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 

•••  ••• 

12 

Butchers 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

20 

Fish  Shops 

•  •••  ••• 

4 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

•  ••• 

5 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

•••  ••• 

27 

Licensed  Premises 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

131 

School  canteen  kitchens 

•  •  •••  ••• 

18 

Canteens 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Bakehouses 

•  •  •  ••• 

6 

NUMBER  AND  TYPES  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER 


SECTION  16,  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT,  1955: 

Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  .  •••  .  12 

Manufacture  of  sausages  and  pickled  meat  ...  ...  2 

Fish  frying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  KNACKERS  YARDS: 

Licensed  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Licensed  Knackers’  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

MEAT  INSPECTION: 


During  the  year  the  arrangement  for  Meat  Inspection  in  the 
district  has  not  been  changed.  There  are  no  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses,  and  Meat  inspection  is  therefore  confined  to  routine  visits 
to  Butchers’  Shops  and  to  the  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered 
as  casualties.  Any  condemned  meat  is  incinerated  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tips,  but  this  is  usually  a  small  quantity. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Food  is  inspected  during  routine  visits  to  Shops  and,  in  partic¬ 
ular,  when  requested  to  do  so  by  shopkeepers.  Unfit  food  is 
incinerated  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 

Three  complaints  were  received:  the  first  of  a  stone  found 
in  a  cake ;  secondly  of  a  piece  of  wire  found  in  a  wrapped  steak 
and  kidney  pie,  both  purchased  from  shops  at  Old  Marston ;  and 
the  third  of  duck  paste,  alleged  to  have  caused  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting.  On  Chemical  examination,  the  last  named  was  shown 
to  be  fit  for  human  consumption ;  the  Council  warned  the  makers 
of  the  other  commodities  that  any  further  breaches  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  might  be  the  subject  of  Legal  proceedings. 

FOOD  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 

549  lbs.  Honey  (Imported) 

15  lbs.  Scampi. 


Contaminated. 

Decomposition. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  have  been  made  to  Food 
Premises. 


Licenced  Premises 
Shops 

Bakehouses 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

Canteens 

Ice  Cream  Stores 

Food  Vehicles 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 


82 

99 

3 

23 

13 

3 

3 

125 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  OTHER 


THAN 

Measles 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

M 

.  120 

F 

121 

T 

241 

Dysentery 

6 

9 

15 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

4 

11 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

4 

5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  ... 

...  — 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

136 

141 

277 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

New  cases : 

11  M  (10  pulmonary,  1  non-pulmonary)  of  which 
1  pulmonary  subsequently  died. 

1  pulmonary  was  subsequently  denotified. 

2  pulmonary  were  subsequently  transferred  out. 

9  F  (6  pulmonary,  3  non-pulmonary),  of  which 

1  pulmonary  was  subsequently  corrected  to  trans¬ 
ferred  in. 

Transfers  in : 

10  M  (all  pulmonary)  of  which 

3  were  subsequently  transferred  out. 

1  subsequently  recovered. 

8  F  (all  pulmonary)  of  which 

1  was  subsequently  transferred  out. 

1  subsequently  died. 

1  was  originally  notified  as  a  new  case  (See  above). 
Transfers  out : 

5  M  (all  pulmonary)  of  which 

3  were  originally  transferred  in  (See  above). 

2  were  originally  notified  as  new  cases  (See  above). 

1  F  (pulmonary)  originally  transferred  in  (See  above). 
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Recovered : 

1  M  (Pulmonary)  originally  transferred  in  (See  above). 

Died : 

1  M  (pulmonary)  originally  notified  as  a  new  case  (See 
above). 

1  F  (pulmonary)  originally  transferred  in  (See  above). 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS. 

A  regular  inspection  of  food  premises  has  been  maintained 
and  it  was  observed  that  hygienic  standards  were  still  improving. 
Work  on  licensed  premises  continues  and  many  have  now  reached 
a  modern  standard. 


ACTION  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  DEFECTS  AT  FOOD  PREMISES. 
(Including  Cafes,  Shops,  Food  Preparing  Premises;  Bakehouses;  and 
Licensed  Premises)  : 


Major  schemes  of  improvement,  including  new  sanitary 
accommodation,  bathrooms  and  improvements  to 
living  accommodation 
New  or  additional  sanitary  accommodation 

Washing  facilities  provided  . 

Decorating  or  repairs  carried  out  ... 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS’ 

WORK  DURING  1962. 


6 

4 

2 

6 


(Including  Food  Inspection,  Meat  Inspection  and  the 
Administration  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations). 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  ... 

Number  of  Complaints  received  ... 

Number  of  Notices  served  (Informal)  ... 

Number  of  Notices  served  (Statutory)  ... 

Number  of  Prosecutions . 


3655 

528 

72 

29 

Nil 


NATURE  OF  WORKS  CARRIED  OUT  AS  A  RESULT 
OF  FORMAL  AND  INFORMAL  ACTION. 

Number  of  houses  where  repairs  carried  out,  or  defects 
remedied,  including  houses  where  drainage  improved, 
including  the  provision  of  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  houses  where  major  schemes  of  improvement 
were  carried  out,  including  complete  modernisation  of 
drainage  connections  to  a  public  sewer  or  #S.T.  drainage  90 
Number  of  other  houses  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  water  mains  as  a  result  of 

formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  water  mains  as  a  result  of 

informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  (for  details  see  pp.  49-50). 

From  non-piped  supplies  .  41 

From  piped  suplies  .  26 


S.T.=  Septic  Tank. 
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OTHER  DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES  ABATED. 


Caravan  Site  Licence  Conditions 

Complied  with  ...  . 

Caravans  removed  from  unlicensed  sites 

Accumulations  or  Deposits  removed 

Foul  ditches  and  streams  cleansed 

Choked  drains  and  overflowing  cesspools  cleansed 

Nuisance  from  keeping  of  Animals  abated 

Well  water  supply  improved 

Houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  Infectious  disease 
Houses  disinfested  from  vermin  ... 


10 

6 
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(R.G.’s  Mid-year  1962  Home  Population  Estimate:  22,990). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

H.  G.  T.  BOLTON,  M.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  B.  READ. 

Council  Offices,  Easby  House,  Henley-on-Thames.  Tel.:  Henley  672. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

387  (189  M  and  198  F,  of  which  9  M  and  10  F  were  illegiti¬ 
mate). 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

16.7  (E.W.  Provisional  18.0). 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (Per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births)  : 

4.9. 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

8  (6  M  and  2  F  of  which  1  F  was  illegitimate). 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births)  : 

20.3  (E.W.  Provisional  18.1). 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS: 

395  (195  M  and  200  F). 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  : 

252  (126  M  and  126  F). 

DEATH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

11.3  (E.W.  11.9). 

PRINCIPAL  INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH: 


M 

F 

T 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  ... 

32 

15 

47 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

14 

20 

34 

Pneumonia 

11 

17 

28 

Diseases  of  the  heart  (118),  cancer  (43)  and  chest  diseases  (35) 
accounted  for  77.8%  of  all  deaths.  Four  out  of  every  ten  male 
cancer  deaths  were  from  lung  cancer. 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Year)  : 

4  (1  M  and  3  F,  all  legitimate). 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Live  Births)  : 

10.3.  (E.W.  Provisional  21.4). 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Under  4  Weeks)  : 

4  (1  M  and  3  F,  all  legitimate). 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  4  Weeks,  per  1,000  Live 

10.3  (E.W.  Provisional  15.1).  Births): 

EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Week)  : 

3  (1  M  and  2  F,  all  legitimate). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1  Week,  per 
1,000  Live  Births)  :  8.0. 
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PERINATAL  DEATHS  (Combined  Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1  Week)  : 

11  (7  M  and  4  F,  of  which  1  F  was  illegitimate). 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATES: 

Total,  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births:  27.9. 

Legitimate  Deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  and  still  births: 
26.7. 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  and  still  births:  50.0. 

No  E.W.  rates  available  for  early  neonatal  or  perinatal  deaths. 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  Abortion)  : 

Number  of  Deaths  :  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births:  Nil. 

E.W.  rate  0.35. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

10  samples  were  examined  bacteriologically  during  the  year. 
One  was  from  the  main  supply  and  was  highly  satisfactory.  The 
remainder  were  from  wells,  rain-water  tanks,  etc.  Two  of  these 
were  contaminated  and  seven  satisfactory.  Statutory  notices  were 
served  on  the  owner  of  two  cottages  to  provide  a  piped  supply 
into  the  dwellings.  The  owner  of  three  other  cottages  provided 
a  piped  supply  in  the  cottages  after  an  informal  approach. 

SEWERAGE. 

Virtually  the  whole  of  the  built-up  area  of  Goring'  is  now 
sewered.  380  properties  are  connected  and  88  remain  to  be 
connected. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  well  advanced  on  the  public 
sewer  for  Sonning  Common  and  part  of  Rotherfield  Peppard.  The 
Council  have  also  under  consideration  the  provision  of  a  sewer¬ 
age  scheme  for  Woodcote. 


The  disposal  of  the  contents  of  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  is 
still  causing  difficulty  but  planning  approval  has  now  been  granted 
for  the  use  of  certain  land  at  Shiplake  for  this  purpose  and  nego¬ 
tiations  are  in  progress  for  its  purchase. 


HOUSING. 


23  new  one-bedroomed  bungalows  have  been  built  by  the 
Council  during  the  year :  12  at  Nettlebed,  4  at  South  Stoke,  2  at 
Checkendon,  2  at  North  Stoke  and  3  at  Crowmarsh. 

The  number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  increase,  a  total  of  156  having  been  completed  during 


the  year,  13  more  than  the 


Bix  ...  ...  ...  2 

Checkendon  ...  ...  13 

Crowmarsh  ...  ...  2 

Dunsden  ...  ...  16 

Goring  ...  ...  ...  7 

Goring  Heath  ...  ...  6 

Harpsden  ...  ...  3 

Highmoor  ...  ...  5 

Kidmore  End  ...  ...  11 

Mapledurham  ...  ...  9 


tab  The  number  by  parishes  were  : 


Pishill  w.  Stonor  ...  2 

Rotherfield  Greys  ...  1 

Rotherfield  Peppard  ...  7 

Sonning  Common  .  25 

South  Stoke  ...  ...  7 

Stoke  Row  ...  ...  4 

Swyncombe  ...  ...  4 

Shiplake  ...  ...  13 

Woodcote  ...  ...  11 

Whitchurch  ...  ...  8 
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HOUSING  DEMAND. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  slightly  higher,  248  as  against  242  at  the  end  of  1961. 
Commenting  on  the  current  list  the  Housing  Manager  pointed  out 
that  “the  ratio  of  bungalow  applicants  to  house  applicants  con¬ 
tinues  to  increase  and  about  half  the  applications  are  for  bungalows 
whereas  the  proportion  of  houses  to  bungalows  is  approximately 
seven  to  one”.  18  of  the  applicants  live  in  caravans,  63  do  not 
have  a  self-contained  dwelling  and  95  live  in  tied  houses.  Of 
this  last  group  24  are  over  65  years  of  age. 

HOUSE  PURCHASE. 

Owing  to  the  high  rate  of  interest  then  prevailing  the  Council 
decided  not  to  make  any  loans  for  house  purchase  for  the  time 
being  and  in  consequence  no  advances  for  house  purchase  were 
made  in  1962. 


CARAVANS. 

These  are  now  licenced  by  the  Plans  Committee.  If  there  are 
any  objections  on  health  grounds  to  the  issuance  of  a  licence  this 
is  reported  to  the  Surveyor  and  on  occasions  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  has  attended  meetings  of  the  Site  Licencing. 

The  number  of  caravans  in  the  district  at  31st  December, 
1962,  was  291. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  were  certified  as  unfit: 

29  tins  of  various  meats  ...  ...  ...  ...  128  lbs. 

6  tins  of  various  fruits  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  lbs. 

2  tins  of  various  vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  14  lbs. 

FOOD  HYGIENE. 

262  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  The  attention  of  the  proprietors  or  occu¬ 
piers  was  drawn  to  the  following : 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  or  unclean  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Washing  facilities  inadequate  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS : 


Measles 
Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Whooping  Cough 
Food  Poisoning 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Encephalitis  (Infective) 


M  F 

21  20 

1  1 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1 


T 

41 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


25 


Totals 


24 


49 
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TUBERCULOSIS : 

New  cases : 

8  M  (all  pulmonary). 

3  F  (2  pulmonary,  1  non-pulmonary). 

Transfers  in: 

4  M  (all  pulmonary)  of  which  1  was  subsequently 

Transferred  Out. 

6  F  (all  pulmonary)  of  which  1  was  subsequently 

Transferred  Out. 

Transfers  out : 

1  M  (pulmonary),  originally  Transferred  In  (see  above). 
1  F  (pulmonary),  originally  Transferred  In  (see  above). 

PEST  CONTROL. 

The  Council  continue  to  offer  a  free  service  to  occupiers  of 
private  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  but  business  premises  are 
subject  to  a  charge. 

The  number  of  contracts  with  the  Council  for  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice  on  business  premises  was  32.  The  total  sum 
involved  was  £205  10s.  Od.  an  average  of  £6  8s.  5d.  for  each 
contract. 

SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS’  WORK  DURING  1962 


Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  informal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Housing  Surveys  and  disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,120 

Public  Cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  491 

Food  Hygiene  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  264 

Caravans  and  moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  47 

Factories  and  workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Shop  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Drainage  and  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

Public  Health  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 


2,434 


NUISANCES  ABATED. 

Accumulations  or  deposits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drainage,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pre  mises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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ACTION  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS. 

Number  of  demolition  orders  served  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  demolition  orders  outstanding 

(unoccupied  premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  undertakings  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  closing  orders  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  10 
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(R.G.’s  Mid-year  1962  Home  Population  Estimate:  30,750). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

B.  P.  GARROD,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Plealth  Inspectors : 

G.  A.  HUDSON,  M.A.P.H.I.  R.  M.  CLAYTON,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Council  Offices,  Waverley  House,  Bicester.  Tel:  Bicester  154. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

705  (356  M  and  349  F,  of  which  7  and  18  respectively  were 
illegitimate). 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

22.9  (E.W.  Provisional  18.0). 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (Per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births)  : 

3.5. 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

12  (8  M  and  4  F,  of  which  1  M  was  illegitimate). 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  (per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births)  : 

16.7  (E.W.  Provisional  18.1). 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS: 

717. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES: 

220  (116  M  and  104  F). 

DEATH  RATE  (per  1,000  Home  Population)  (Corrected)  : 

10.2  (E.W.  11.9). 

PRINCIPAL  INDIVIDUAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH: 


Coronary  disease  and  angina  ... 

M 

27 

F 

17 

T 

44 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 
(including  “stroke”) 

13 

18 

31 

Pneumonia 

11 

5 

16 

Cancer  of  the  lung 

8 

1 

9 

Bronchitis 

6 

3 

9 

Road  Accidents 

7 

2 

9 

Diseases  of  the  heart  (96),  cancer  (43)  and  chest  diseases  (26) 
accounted  for  75%  of  all  deaths. 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  year)  : 

12  (2  M  and  10  F,  of  which  both  the  males  and  1  F  were  il¬ 
legitimate). 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES: 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births:  17.0  (E.W. 
Provisional  21.4). 
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Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births. 

13.2. 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  birth: 

120.0. 

NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  Four  Weeks): 

6  (1  M  and  5  F,  of  which  1  M  and  1  F  were  illegitimate). 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATES  (Deaths  under  Four  Weeks  per  1,000 
Live  Births)  : 

Total  per  1,000  total  live  births:  8.5. 

Legitimate,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births :  5.9. 

Illegitimate,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births :  80.0. 

(E.W.  Provisional  15.1). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  Week)  : 

5  (1  M  and  4  F,  of  which  1  M  and  1  F  were  illegitimate). 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATES  (Deaths  under  1  Week  per 
1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS) : 

Total,  per  1,000  total  live  births:  7.1. 

Legitimate,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births:  4.4. 

Illegitimate,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births:  80.0. 

PERINATAL  DEATHS  (Combined  Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1  Week)  : 
17  (9  M  and  8  F,  of  which  2  M  and  1  F  were  illegitimate). 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATES  (Combined  Still  Births  and  Deaths 
under  One  Week,  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births)  : 
Total,  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births:  23.7. 

Legitimate,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  and  still  births:  20.3. 
Illegitimate,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  and  still  births:  115.4. 
No  E.W.  figures  available  for  early  neonatal  or  perinatal 
mortality  rates. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  Abortion). 

Number  of  Deaths  :  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births:  Nil. 

(E.W.  rate :  0.35). 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

270  houses,  excluding  married  quarters,  were  connected  to  a 
main  water  supply  during  the  year. 

SAMPLES. 

243  specimens  of  water  were  examined,  213  from  mains  and  30 
from  wells.  40%  of  the  wells  samples  showed  danger  to  health, 
9%  of  the  213  samples  from  the  mains  were  potentially  dangerous 
to  health. 

The  hand-chlorination  of  some  of  the  smaller  boreholes  re¬ 
ported  in  the  1961  report  was  not  consistently  successful  and,  al¬ 
though  the  number  of  bad  samples  was  reduced,  concern  was  still 
felt  about  the  possibility  of  water-borne  diseases  occurring. 

The  Council  were  therefore  approached  and  drip-feed  chlori- 
nators  were  ordered  for  the  boreholes  at  Somerton,  Souldern, 
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Chesterton,  Upper  Heyford  and  Bletchingdon.  These  boreholes 
also  serve  Fritwell,  Weston-on-the-Green,  Wendlebury,  Lower 
Heyford  and  Kirtlington. 

Delivery  was  much  delayed  and  it  is  only  now  that  I  am  able 
to  report  with  relief,  shared  I’m  sure,  by  the  Surveyor,  that  the 
chlorinators  have  just  arrived  and  will  be  put  into  action  without 
delay.  The  parishes  concerned  have  been  most  fortunate  in  escap¬ 
ing  water-borne  disease  throughout  a  long  danger  period. 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  number  of  dwelling-houses 
and  number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct 
to  the  house  or  by  means  of  standpipes : — 


Parish 

Mains  Water  Direct 
to  House 

Mains  Water  by 
means  of  Standpipes 

Houses  | 

Population 

Houses  | 

Population 

Ambrosden  . 

329 

1132 

— 

— 

Ardley  . 

93 

324 

— 

— 

Arncott  . 

81 

1261 

— 

— 

Begbroke  . 

156 

596 

— 

— 

Blackthorn  . 

227 

792 

2 

5 

Bletchingdon  . 

184 

644 

— 

— 

Bucknell  . 

77 

295 

— 

— 

Caversheld  . 

159 

756 

— 

— 

Charlton-on-Otmoor  . 

94 

329 

— 

Chesterton  . 

143 

535 

— 

— 

Cottesford  . 

49 

170 

— 

_ 

Fencott  and  Murcott . 

54 

187 

— 

Finmere  . 

89 

290 

Fringford  ...  . 

124 

433 

— 

_ 

Fritwell  . 

169 

591 

— 

Codington  . 

7 

24 

— 

Gosforth  and  Water  Eaton 

498 

1704 

— 

— 

Hampton  Gay  and  Poyle  ... 

46 

157 

— 

_ 

Hardwick-with-Tusmore 

6 

21 

— 

Hethe  . 

107 

375 

_ 

Horton-cum-Studley  . 

114 

410 

— 

— 

Islip  . 

209 

732 

— 

— 

Kidlington  . 

2512 

9443 

— 

_ 

Kirtlington  . 

202 

701 

_ 

— 

Launton  . 

234 

799 

2 

8 

Lower  Heyford  . 

152 

506 

__ 

Merton  . 

49 

171 

__ 

Middleton  Stoney . 

73 

255 

. 

Mixbury  . 

71 

248 

. 

Newton  Purcell-with- 

Shelswell  . 

32 

112 

.  , 

Noke  . 

34 

118 

_ 

Oddington  . 

18 

63 

Piddington  . 

80 

273 

Shipton-on-Cherwell  and 

Thrupp  . 

130 

455 

_ 

Somerton  . 

79 

270 

.  _ 

Souldern  . 

125 

436 

Stoke  Lyne  . 

53 

185 

^ m 

Stratton  Audley . 

67 

236 

Upper  Heyford  . 

457 

1670 

Wendlebury  . 

57 

188 

Weston-on-the-Green 

121 

422 

L 

Yarn  ton  . 

479 

1618 

— 

— 

|  *8,040 

29,927 

4 

13 

*At  end 
of  year 
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PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS  : 

There  is  only  one  swimming  bath  in  the  district,  which  is  in 
the  grounds  of  an  hotel,  but  it  can  be  used  by  the  public. 

The  water  used  in  the  bath  is  fully  chlorinated.  3  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  results  were  highly  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

SEWERAGE: 

During  1962  the  sewerage  schemes  for  Kirtlington  and  Middle- 
ton  Stoney  were  completed,  and  also  the  second  part  of  the  Yarn- 
ton  scheme.  The  sewerage  scheme  at  Souldern  was  still  in 
progress.  The  scheme  for  Weston-on-the-Green  was  commenced 
and  schemes  for  Charlton-on-Otmoor,  Hethe,  Arncott  and  Pidding- 
ton  will  be  commenced  in  the  near  future.  A  scheme  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  extension  of  the  Launton  works. 

254  new  connections  to  new  and  old  properties  were  made,  as 
follows  :  Kidlington  (69)  ;  Gosford  and  Water  Eaton  (54)  ;  Yarn- 
ton  (53);  Kirtlington  (18);  Launton  (16);  Fritwell  (15);  Islip 
(7)  ;  Bletchingdon,  Souldern,  and  Hethe  (4  each)  ;  Chesterton, 
Lower  Heyford,  and  Middleton  Stoney  (3  each)  ;  Finmere  (1). 

HOUSING. 

During  1962  a  total  of  45  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  as  follows :  Kidlington  13  (Eleven  3-bedroomed  houses  and  two 
2-bedroomed  houses)  ;  Fritwell  12  (Six  3-bedroomed  houses,  four 
2-bedroomed  houses  and  two  old  people’s  bungalows)  ;  Piddington 
6  (2-bedroomed  houses) ;  Hethe  4  (two  3-bedroomed  houses  and 
two  2-bedroomed  houses)  ;  Islip  4  (Three  2-bedroomed  houses  and 
one  bungalow)  ;  Souldern  4  (bungalows) ;  Lower  Heyford  2  (2- 
bedroomed  houses).  In  addition,  45  dwellings  are  under  construc¬ 
tion. 

A  total  of  225  private  enterprise  houses  were  built  during  the 
year:  Ardley  (2);  Arncott  (2);  Bletchingdon  (3);  Chesterton  (9); 
Finmere  (1);  Godington  (2);  Gosford  and  Water  Eaton  (53); 
Hampton  Gay  and  Poyle  (5);  Horton-cum-Studley  (12);  Islip  (6); 
Kidlington  (44);  Kirtlington  (4);  Launton  (18);  Lower  Heyford 
(2)  ;  Merton  (1)  ;  Middleton  Stoney  (2)  ;  Noke  (2)  ;  Piddington  (3) ; 
Shipton-on-Cherwell  (1)  ;  Somerton  (2)  ;  Souldern  (2)  ;  Upper  Hey¬ 
ford  (1);  Wendlebury  (6);  Yarnton  (42);  151  private  enterprise 
houses  are  also  under  construction. 

CARAVANS: 

There  are  four  licensed  caravan  sites — three  for  6  caravans 
each  and  one  for  27  caravans.  A  further  125  other  caravans  on 
individual  annual  site  licence  are  scattered  throughout  the  district. 
Proposals  have  been  shelved  for  the  establishment  of  a  Council- 
run  site. 

OVERCROWDING  AND  HOUSING  DEMAND: 

There  is  little  overcrowding  by  the  official  standards  but  these 
are  very  low.  At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  348  applications  for 
Council  houses,  an  increase  of  46  on  the  1961  figures. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957:  Section  16: 

Demolition  orders  served  .  2 

Closing  orders  made  .  . 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  for  human  habitation 
Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT,  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 
WERE  REMEDIED,  ALL  BY  THE  OWNERS: 

After  informal  action  by  L.A.  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

After  formal  action  under  Public  Llealth  Acts  ...  ...  2 

After  formal  action  under : 

Sections  9  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  2 

Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  (Demolition  order 

revoked)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS: 

1.  Under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provision)  Act,  1958 
as  amended  by  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act, 

1959  and  the  Housing  Act,  1961  : 

Number  of  houses  for  which  applications  were 
received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  approved  by  L.A.  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

2.  Under  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  as 
amended  by  the  Housing  Act,  1961  : 

Number  of  applications  received  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  applications  approved  by  L.A.  ...  ...  23 

RENT  ACT,  1957: 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  are  five  general  slaughterhouses,  a  bacon  factory  and  a 
knacker’s  yard  in  the  district.  To  give  full  protection  to  the  public 
a  100%  inspection  of  all  animals  intended  for  human  consumption 
is  made. 

Constant  watch  is  kept  on  all  food  preparing  premises  and 
the  standard  is  generally  good.  During  the  year,  it  was  necessary 
to  take  legal  action  regarding  the  owner  of  one  cafe  in  respect 
of  several  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1960.  After  a  long  hearing,  the  Magistrates  imposed  a  fine 
of  £130  and  £10  10s.  Od.  costs.  The  premises  have  since  been  closed 
and  a  new  cafe  erected  nearby. 

All  food  premises,  including  shops,  are  regularly  inspected,  but 
very  few  contraventions  hLve  been  found. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED: 


Number  killed  . 

Number  inspected  . 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  or  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  . 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

672 

3  1 

99 

2,866 

28,095  | 

31,735 

6  72 

3  1 

99 

2,866 

28,095  | 

31,735 

- 

3 

2 

5 

80 

90 

14 

- 

1 

10 

3,081 

3,106 

2.1 

10  0 

3.0 

0.5 

11.3 

10.0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

765 

765 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2.7 

2.4 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD: 

Condemned  meat  is  stained  and  processed  for  fertilisers,  man¬ 
ures  and  animal  feeding.  Other  condemned  food  is  burnt  and/or 
buried. 

*  PRECIS  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD  LIST: 


Total  Weight  of  Food  Condemned: 

Tons 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Tinned  Foods 
Other  Foods 


Cwts.  Qtrs.  Stones  Lbs 

2  -  1 

2  1 

1  2 


24  1  1  -  3 


*See  note  by  M.O.H.  (1958  report). 
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NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  AREA: 


Grocers  .  ...  .  ...  ...  58 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Confectioners  .  .  .  39 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Off-licence  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  .  .  1 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  18 

Dairies  . .  ...  ...  .  11 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bacon  factory  ...  ...  .  .  ...  1 

Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depot  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


233 

REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 : 
For  sale  of  ice  cream:  74  (Inspections  made  46). 

Preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages:  5  (200). 

Curing  bacon :  1  (52). 

Preparation  of  fish  by  cooking:  1  (1). 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949  (Registrations) : 

As  distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Premises  not  dairy  farms  in  use  as  such  ...  ...  ...  11 

ICE  CREAM  : 

41  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  laboratory  examina¬ 
tion.  All  were  returned  satisfactory.  The  test  is  not  reliable  and 
is  of  little  practical  value. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  OTHER  THAN 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

M 

F 

T 

Measles 

38 

31 

69 

Pneumonia  (Primary) 

7  ) 

3  ) 

10  ) 

)  24 

)  is 

)  39 

*' Virus  Pneumonia 

17  ) 

12  ) 

29  ) 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

3 

16 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

1 

1 

2 

Dysentery  (Flexner) 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

1 

3 

82 

54 

136 

*An  epidemic  confined  to  U.S.A.A.F.  personnel  and  families 
at  Upper  Heyford. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  : 

New  cases : 

10  M  (9  pulmonary,  1  non-pulmonary)  of  which 

1  pulmonary  was  subsequently  de-notified  as  non- 
tubercular. 

3  F  (all  pulmonary). 

Transfers  in : 

8  M  (all  pulmonary)  of  which 

1  was  subsequently  transferred  out 

1  Died. 

7  F  (all  pulmonary)  of  which 

3  were  subsequently  transferred  out. 

Transfers  out: 

1  M  (pulmonary)  originally  transferred  in  (See  above). 
3  F  (all  pulmonary)  originally  transferred  in  (See 
above). 


Died : 

1  M  (pulmonary)  originally  transferred  in  (See  above). 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 — Section  50. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A  full  return,  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949,  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1962  and  the  following  is  a 
summary : — 


Properties  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  216 

Number  of  inspections,  including  re-inspections  ...  1,809 
Properties  infested  with  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Properties  infested  with  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Treatments  carried  out  .  ...  ...  ...  1,443 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  during 
the  year.  In  addition,  183  treatments  were  carried  out  against 
insect  and  other  pests. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS’ 

WORK  DURING  1962. 


Number  of  complaints  received  .  ...  ...  101 

Number  of  Notices  served  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  102 

Number  of  Notices  served  (Statutory):  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Food  &  Drugs  Act  .  1 

Number  of  prosecutions  ...  ...  .  3 
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NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  4  836 

Houses  inspected : 

Public  Health  Act .  116 

Housing  Act  283 

Visits  and  re-visits  to  property  under  notice  ...  ...  1,181 

Complaints  investigated  .  ...  101 

Public  cleansing  .  695 

Food  premises  212 

Infectious  disease  cases  11 

Caravans  646 

Petroleum  Acts  .  92 

Bakehouses  .  15 

Butchers  Shops  .  200 

Animal  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  573 

Tinned  foods  and  other  articles  of  food  ...  ...  ...  30 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  2 

Houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous .  50 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  245 

Shops  Acts  .  54 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  ABATED  .  666 

Dwelling  Houses : 

Repaired  or  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Provided  with  damp-proof  course  ...  ...  ...  3 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  51 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  37 

Food  stores  provided,  repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  37 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Skirting  boards  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  31 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  31 

Fire  grates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  20 

Chimneys  or  chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  19 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  supply  provided  inside  houses  ...  ...  ...  16 

External  walls  pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

External  walls  cemented  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eaves,  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  renewed  ...  ...  29 

Yards  and  passages  paved  and  drained  ...  ...  ...  16 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

DRAINS,  WATER  CLOSETS  AND  ASHES  ACCOMMODATION: 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Inspection  Chambers  covers  renewed  ...  ...  ...  6 

W.C.  basins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  seats  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closet  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Yard  gullies  provided  and  connected  to  drains  ...  ...  3 


W.  H.  Lee,  17  Peach  Street,  Wokingham, 


